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T E great End of Thinking and Li- 
ving, is to glorify God, and to 4 
Good to the World : If therefore my- 
ſerious Thoughts may be inſtrumental to- 
theſe righteous Ends, T am willing to- 


f publiſh them ; if not, I would not 


encreaſe the Number of impertinent . 
Books. It is with this View only, that 
I have ſent them to the Preſs, to b 
| received. or rejected acording to their: 
Y Deſerts. - © 
Something ſhould be ſaid with regard: 
to the following Subjects; and it is- 
J briefly this. My Thoughts upon them 
have been hitherto the Reſult of 17 
own private Fudgment, to give my ſe +4 
right Notions.an e of theſe- 
Things; which you will find, is, in 196 
Opinion, much the Buſmeſs of a Gentles 
man. They now come abroad, io give g 
NE. ng. ee 
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The PRE FAC x. 
un belping Hand (if poſſible?) towards 


A ubalening the ſtiupiſy d Part of Mankind, 


_ eſpecially fuch of The Nobility and Gen- 
try, who know every thing better than 
*” themſelves, and are ingenious enough to 
2 gie a good Account of every thing, but 
"the precious Time and Talents with 
© which God has intruſted them; for un- 
Jeſs. a Reformation begins with them, it 
i in vain to expe it from any other % 
Quarter, ſince nothing is more notorious, 
#ban that Party-Rage, the Diviſions and 
the Errors that encreaſe and multiply 
every Day in this ſcandalous Nation, are 
all owing to its faſhionable Vices and | 


Extravagancies. . 
If tt fold be objected, that there i: 
nothing here ſaid, but what has been ſaid 
already a thouſand times over by much 
abler Pens; readily grant it, (and what 
is there new or unſaid under the Sin?) 
nevertheleſs it will be always a commen- 
Aable Undertaking, to put our Thoughts © 
n ſuch different Lights, to expreſs them 
in ſuch different Ways, and to apply them 7 
to ſuch different Perſons, as to hope, by | 
the Bleſſmg of God, they may have par- 
— ticular good Effects; for it is — ne- 


cellary 


- 


Im FI = Vw R 888 a 


1 


x 


ceſſary ſuch Truth ſhinld he 


theſe Eſſays) met with ſeveral Books 


- ticularly, The Gentleman Inſtructed ; 
The Gentleman's Library; and the 
Lady's Library. Which have carried on 


T think I cannot better expreſs my Re- 
gard for them, than (in as ſhort. and 
T pathetical à manner as I am able) to 
call upon the umthinking Great Ones, to 
N 8 and put in Practice thoſe. ęx- 
cellent Inſtructions, if ever they hope 


ſpoken of when dead. 


nunder Heaven better provided for: it. 


1 < ww =» <{{ tw >” wt ta, 5 


Torments of another World, will male 


p 4 3 7 
. —4 - 2 > a 
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. 88 ſaid, and re- 
peated 170 the Ena of. the: orld, e which 


every Age, mich more the Generakiy of 
Alen in tbeſe laſt Days, are too apt to forget 
and diſbelieve, J may ſay, are too lin 

(in their Practice)to contradi os 6. 


I have, I muſt 6wn, ( ſince I writ 


upon theſe, or the like Subjects; par- 


their Remarks to much greater Lengths. 


to be valued whilſt they live, or well 
IF the cleareſt Argumens were. 1 uf. 


cient to reform us, there is no Nation 


But we are grown obſtinate in Sin, and 
harden d againſt Reproof ; and it is 


much ta be feared, that nothing but the 


many 
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The a REFAC'E, 
many P erſons ſenſible, | that they are not 
As to the Poems, I knows very well, 


there are' not thoſe Flights 4 Fancy, 


| 27 
nor thoſe Poetical Strains of Eloquence, 


which may be expected from ſuch Per- 


formances. All that I pretend to, is, 
ſound Reafon, and found Religion, ac- 
companied with ſuch Verſion, Meaſure 
and Rhime, as may give them a ſmoo- 
ther Paſſage and Entertainment, with 
Airy Fancies, and Imaginations. If this 
may be obtained, I have gained my End; 
and may be, a ſufficient Reward to over- 
balance the Cenſure I muſt expe& from 
— cf” 7.6 

J will only add, that what comes 


from a Gentleman (who has known 


much of the World, and has been welt 
acquainted with moſt of the SubjeFs 
he writes upon) may probably be more 
acceptable to Gentlemen, than the cor- 
rect and elaborate Thoughts of a Learn- 
ed Divine. 
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Exerciſe and Employment. 


AN is the moſt active of all 
Corporeal Beings, and (ex- 
cept the necellary Times of 
Reſt and Sleep) is almoſt in 
perpetual Motion, either in 
Body or Mind, or (moit 


commonly) in both. Of what mighty Con- 
B | ' cern 


(2) 
cern is it then to us, to know how we em- 
ploy our ſelves ; and whether we are exer- 
ciſed in ſuch Things as are moſt becoming 
our Nature, or only living like Beaſts, that 
have no Underſtandings ? | 
I know indeed, there are ſome idle, un- 
active, and lazy People, who are a Reproach 
to their very Being and Exiſtence ; the 
Drones, and ſluggiſh Part of the Creation; 
but theſe are a Sort of Monſters, and few 
in Number ; unleſs we place them among 
the many flothful. and finful NegleQors of 
their Duty, who are too ready to do what 
they ſhould not, but do nothing which they | 
ſhould ; whereas theſe may be ſaid to do 
but little, or nothing at all. 1 
Now Manly Exerciſe may be diſtinguiſh- |} 
| 
I 


ed into theſe [I'wo Sorts ; either particular- 
ly, ſuch as are proper to Men in their ſeve- 
ral Stations and Capacities ; or generally, 
ſuch as every Man is obliged to be employ- i 
ed in. The particular Exerciſes may be al- u 
ſo divided into Two Parts; either ſuch as | a 
are neceſſary, and Men are engaged in; as p 
their peculiar Buſineſs, Callings and Profeſ- ir 
ſions, for the Support and Advancement of w 
themſelves and Families; or ſuch as are vo- ge 
luntary, and are the Employment of the | a 
Nobility and Geatry, in the Purfuit of their ur 
numerous Pleaſures or Improvements.  «' 4] 14 
There is no need to give Advice to the | ce 
firſt of theſe, ſince it only conſiſts in their 
F being 


w (3) 
being induſtrious in their Vocations; and all 
other Exerciſes which they are obliged to 
perform, will fall in, under the General 
Head of this Diſcourſe : But there js an ab- 
1 ſolute Neceſſity for ſerious Confideration 
and Advice, in every Gentleman, how he 
_ | employs himſelf, if he has any Regard to 
his own Honour and Happineſs : For as he 
has a large Portion of Time upon his Hands, 
and he is (almoſt) always in Action whe- 
ther he will or no; it highly concerns him 
to be ſenſible of his Motions, and to know 
what he is doing, whether right or wrong. 
And fince ſuch his Exerciſe (as I ſaid be- 
fore) conſiſts either in his Pleaſures or Im- 
provements, it behoves him to have a right 
Judgment in the true Nature of both, that 
ſo he may acquit himſelf like a Man of Ho- 
nour and Ingenuity. | 
Pleaſure, in its proper and largeſt Senſe, 
| is to be highly ſatisfied and delighted; and 
- | undoubtedly the moſt raviſhing Pleaſures of 
a Man ought to conſiſt in the Nobleſt Em- 
; | ployments, in the Exerciſe and Improve- 
ment of his Mind and Underſtanding, (of 
F 1 which more hereafter) : But the Word is 
. | generally taken (and ſo I take it here) in 
> 1a limited and abſtracted Senſe, and ſo it is 
7 {| underſtood as bodily Enjoyments; and as 
+ {| ſuch, they will be either vicious, or inno- 
> | cent. | 55 
1 B 2 | __ 
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(4) * 
Vicious Pleaſures are better known than 


avoided : Every Sermon and pious Diſcourſe 
acquaints us with them, and preſcribes ! 


Rules to reſiſt them; but yet either thro* * 
the violent Paſſions and Appetites of ſome, 
or the long Cuſtom and Habit of Sins in 


others, the .Conſciences of ſuch Men are ſo 
ſtupified, and their Minds and Underſtand- 
ings ſo infatuated and confounded, that they 


take Evil for Good and Good for Evil, ſo as 


impudently to boaſt of and defend their Vi- 
ces ; and in ſhort, they -exchange the valu- 


able Reputatign of Gentlemen, to the ſcan- 


dalous-Character of Brutes or Sots. 


And here, methinks, 1 have juſt Cauſe to ' 
wonder at thoſe Gentlemen, who deny their 
Children the greateſt Part of their innocent 
Recreation, leaſt it ſhould take off their 
Minds from their Books and their Studies; 


yet can allow and indulge themſelves in 


thoſe deceitful Pleaſures, which diſparage 
their Nature, and deſtroy their Happineſs ; : 
That confine their Children to the, Improve- 
ment of Eight Hours in the Day, and yet 


their own Nobler Capacities will ſcarce im- 


prove the Eighth Part of the Time: Nay, 
that chuſe.thoſe very Exerciſes which they 


own are umworthy of their Children, and 


lay out upon them the Disburſements of 


their Lives and their Eftates. For a Dog, 
and an Horſe, the Dice and the Bottle, are 
too often the Sum total of a Gentleman's 
| = Time: 


N 


| C29 


Time: Wantonneſs and Luxury, Pride and 


Lazineſs, are the Modiſh Expences of their 


Days and Nights. And if we cannot ſuffer 
Children to live at this rate, how ſhameful 
* muſt it appear in Men of Experience and 
greater Diſcretion ? But of this more here- 


after. | 

Innocent Pleaſures are allowable Enjoy- 
ments, Diverfions and Recreations; which 
are always ſuppoſed to be under the Regu- 


lation of right Reaſon, ſo as not to be ex- 


ceſſive in their Meaſures, nor unſeaſonable in 
their Times, but wiſely proportioning Suffi- 
ciency and Opportunity for them all : Yet 
this does not contradict that common Sau- 
ing, What is the Gentleman, but his Piea- 
ſure ? if we confider him, either as be 
{ſtands moſt diſengaged from all bodily La- 
bour, and Indufiry ; as he has the moſt Lea- 
fure, Ebnveniencies, and Occaſions for Sport 
and Rejoycing; or as he is qualified to pick 
and chooſe whatever innocent Entertainments 


his Fancy or Inclinations are moſt delighted 


withal : So that he certainly has the Advan- 
tage (by way of Compariſon) to be moxe 
Maſter-of his Pleaſures than any other Man. 
And as he is ſo, this neceſſary Caution may 


be worth his Obſervation : That ſince we 


are too apt to ſuffer our Pleaſures to engtoſs 
our Affections; and God Almighty never 
deſigned we ſhould have that Eſteem of 
them; it would very much conduce to his 


5 
Honour and Reputation, to be chiefly em- 

loyed in ſuch Pleaſures as he cannot be too 
ond of, and which are in their own Natur 
his greateſt Improvement, 1 5 
But before I proceed, it will be neceſſary 
to make this ſhort Digreſſion: That as Man 
is 4 Sociable and Converſable Creature, his 
Pleaſures and Entertainments will be chiefly 
in Company; and therefore it is a Matter 
of the higheſt Importance to him, to have 
his Converſation with ſuch Perſons as he 
himſelf could wiſh to be: For the Scripture 
Maxim is a moſt undoubted Truth, That E- 
vil Communication corrupts Good Manners, If 
he aſſociates with the Looſe, the Prophane, 
the Intemperate, the Idle, the Voluptuous, 
and the Vain-glorious, he is in the certain 
Road to be debauched, and impudent, and 
a Drunkard, to be a Gameſter, a Prodigal, 
and a proud Fool : But if he accompanies 
with the Modeſt, the Sober, and the Reli- 
gious, the Judicious, the Learned; and the 
Humble-minded ; he then is in the faireſt 
way imaginable to be eſteern'd for his Civi- 
lity, his Temperance, and his Goodnels, 
for his Prudence, his Ingenuity, and his 
Condeſcenſion. of 

This being premiſed, let us go on now to 

the Qualifications that muſt make him an 


Accomplith'd Gentleman, 


Im Prove- 


07) 
Improvement tlten is that other, and in- 
deed, that principal Part of a Gentlemans 
Exerciſe ; infomuch rhat all the Pleaſures of 
Life, tho' never ſo innocent, are not wor- 
thy to be compard with this Noble. Em- 
ployment. Yer even this admits of very 
different Degrees ; and a Gentleman may 
be able to diſtinguiſh himſelf in many Ac- 
compliſhments above his Neighbours. or 


1 Equals, and yet be a very Novice in Mat- 


ters of that Moment, upon which his Well- 
being and Happineſs does depend. If there- 
fore he would have all thofe Qualifications 
of a Gentleman, which give a Luſtre to his 
Character, and make him eminent for his 
Virtues, he muſt carefully acquaint himſelt 
with the Difference that there is between 
Speculative and Practical Improvements. 
55 Speculative and Worldly Improvement 
conſiſts in the Knowledge of the Nature 
of Things; in a Capacity to judge of Arts 
and Sciences, in underſtand ing Languages; 
in being well read in Laws, and converſant in 
Hiſtory, with relation to Times, Places, 
Perſons and Actions. Now a competent (1 
mean a moderate) Knowledge of any, much 
more of all theſe Things, (for it is a Que- 
ſtion whether ever any Man had a perfect 
Knowledge of them) is undoubtedly a very 
great Ornament in a Gentleman: Eſpecially 
if it is in ſuch Arts and Sciences as relate to 
Behaviour and Uſe ; as in Manners, Muſick, 


. 
Building, Painting, Planting, and the like; 
or in the Knowledge of ſuch diſtant and 
hidden Tranſactions, as can inform the In- 
quiſitive, and improve Converſation; be- 
cauſe moſt Gentlemen are one way or other 
concerned in the practical Part of ſome (if 
not all) of theſe Things; and much of 
this Knowledge may be of very great Ad- 
vantage to the World. Vet (generally ſpeak- 
ing) it is not neceſſary, nay, it is unbe- 
coming a Gentleman, to be critical and nice 
in theſe Matters, ſo as to be ready to diſ- 
pute it with every one, who ſets up for a 
Maſter in theſe Profeſſions: Becauſe it is al- 
moſt impoſſible to be a great Proficient in 
them, without Abundance of Application 
and Pains to acquire them ; and after all, he 
is not one jot the better or the happier for 
them. And therefore it is, that-tho' a ſu- 
8 Knowledge of them is very much 

ecoming a Gentleman, to ſerve a preſent 
Turn, and to make himſelf agreeable and 
beneficial in his Paſſage thro' the World, 
(and upon that Account, is much to be pre- 
ferr'd to all bodily Pleaſures;) yet it is by 
no means the Grand Employment of a 
Gentleman; who has Government and Con- 
queſt for his conſtant Exerciſe ; in 


 a2dly, Practical and Moral Improvement. 
And here, I think, I need, not demonſtrate, 
what every Man is fully convinced of; 
FAY 0 namely, 


namely, How hard a Matter it is for any 
Man to know himſelf; and much harder yer, 
to govern his Nature. And if fo, I hope 
the Gentleman who would be thought wor- 
thy of his Character, will firſt of all be ve> 
ry careful to overcome theſe Difficulties : 
For how ſhameful would it be in him, to be 
knowing in what but little concerns him; 
and to be ignorant of his own Condition 
and Advantages ? He is not then to reſt ſa- 
tisfied wich Speculative Attainments; but 
muſt advance forward to higher Degrees of 
Knowledge, ſuch as muſt influence his Life, 
and govern his Practice, ſo as one Day to 
excel another in Virtue. This is what a 
Gentleman ſhould eſteem, as his Property, 
as his peculiar Advantage above the reſt ot 
Mankind. Riches and Honour, and Plenty 
and Power, may indeed (in ſome Senſe) 
ſet him above his Inferiors; but his Im- 
provement in the Knowledge and Practice of 
Goodneſs, is ſo exalted a Dignity, as ſets him 
above his Equals, nay, even above himſelf, 
in his Natural and Worldly Capacity. | 
Is it not then of the higheſt-Conſequence, 
in Men of Education, of Quality: and Di-- 
ſtinction, to be employed in the Study of- 
Moral and Divine Philoſophy ?. There is no. 
coming to the Practice, without fiſt obtain- 
ing the Knowledge; and Truth and Error» 
can never be ſeparated, till we diſcovet and. 


conquer the corrupt Biaſs of our Nature, 
" + and. 


(10) 
and the falſe Gloſſes of our deluded and 
miſtaken Notions of Things ; which can 
only be done by Study and Application. 
What were all the Heathen Philoſophers, 


the great Moraliſts of the World, but Mo- 


nitors and Directors, to the right Uſe we 
ought to make of our Reaſon ? How we are 
concerned to know not only the Malignity 
of all Vices, but alſo the Nature, the Uſe- 


fulneſs, and the Conſequences of all Virtues. 
What were Abraham and Moſes, King Da- 


vid and Solomon, and all the Prophets, but 


Believers, and Confirmers of the Moral Law 


by Divine Revelation ? How did they value 
it, write upon it, and delight in it; inſo- 


much that all the Day long was their Study 


in it; and nothing was eſteemed Wiſdom, 
in Compariſon with it? And what were 


| the Holy Company of the Apoſtles, the No- 


ble Army of Martyrs, the Renowned Saints 
and Confeſſors in all Ages, but fo many 


bright Examples and Promoters of the Glo- 


ry of God, of an active Faith, an ambitious 
Hope, and vigorous Reſolutions, to out- 


brave and overcome the World, the Fleſh, 


and the Devil; and to do and ſuffer what- 
ever was neceſſary to entitle them to the 


Honour of the Servants of God? 


Theſe were the moſt Famous and Illuftri- 
ous Worthies that ever liv'd upon this habi- 
table Earth: And we know, they were — 


* 


a” 
only Eminent in themſelves, but ſet before- 
us, as Patterns for our Imitation. 
And now, what Opinion mult be given 
of ſuch Gentlemen, as are ignorant and ne- 
gligent in this Study and Practice? I am: 
perſuaded, they would be aſhamed to be- 
reputed contemptible Creatures ; yet un-- 
doubtedly they deſerve no better a Chara-- 
er. For it is not enough in them to ſay, 
that they are acquainted with the Scriptures, 
and to talk readily upon Variety of Moral 
Subjects; ſince every Man may be thus 
qualified, that can but read, and has com- 
mon Senſe : No; he muſt be able (in a 
great meaſure) to anſwer to Pilates Queſti- 
on, What is Truth ? according to the Moral 
and Divine Senſe of the Word: Which 
tho God Almighty has ſo far hid from us, 
that we cannot arrive to a full Diſcovery of 
it, (as too great a Knowledge for our finite 
Capacities, and on purpoſe to excite our ut- 
moſt Induſtry after it;) yet in the Search 
and Practice of as much as we can know, 
conſiſts all that Noble and Vaſt Improve- 
ment, that (in God's Account, and even in 
the Account of the beſt Men and Hiſtorians 
too) it is in this alone wherein one Man is 
more excellent than another. 

If then there is ſuch.a Depth- in Trath: 
and Knowledge, that the very beſt and great- 
eſt of Men have (in all Ages) been very 
ſenſible they wanted more ot it, and never 
| 3 gave 
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gave over ſtriving for larger Meaſures of it: 


And if we live in ſuch a Sceptical and d ivi- 


ded Nation, (as moſt certainly we do) that 


almoſt every Principle, and every Virtue, is 


become a: Subject of Diſpute : What an 


Honourable Employment would it be in 


Gentlemen, to be induſtrious ſo to enlarge 
their Capacities, as thereby to detect and 
put to ſilence Falſhood, and to countenance. 


and encourage Truth and Virtue, by their. 


Practice; 


I have now gone through the Heads of 
particular Employments, eſpecially as they 


relate to Nobility and Gentry. - I ſhall con- 


clude with the general Exerciſe of Mankind: 


But I' muſt firſt make this ſhort Remark by 


the way, That what I have faid already has. 
reſpec to every body, who has Time, and. 
Parts, and Conveniencies for ſuch Improve- 


ments ; yet however that may be, they can-- 


not be excuſed from the general Employ- 
ments, in Honeſty, and Juſtice, and Kind- 
neſs, and Charity; in Temperance, Sobrie- 
ty, Diligence and Obedience; in Humility, 


Self. denial, Reſignation. and Suffering; and. 


above all, in the daily Worſhip of the Al- 
mighty Sovereign; and herein particularly 
in Prayer, Praiſe, and Fhankſgiving; in the 


- moſt ſorrowful Acts of Repentance for the 


Follies and Sins we are all of us ſo com- 


Merit, 


monly guilty. of; in diſclaiming our own. 
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Merit, and truſting wholly to the Satisfacłi- 
on of our dearRedeemer ; and in imploring, 
the conſtant Aſſiſtance of his Grace and Be- 
7 nediction, without which, all our Employ- 
ments, our Studies and Improvements, can. 
never be made acceptable through his Mer- 
cies and Merits. | 3 
7 Theſe are the indiſpenſible Employ ments 
of every Chriſtian, without which it is im- 
poſſible to be Holy and Happy : And there- 
fore there is no Wiſdom, no Reputation, no 
Satisfaction, but in the conſtant and Conſci 
entious Exerciſe thereof. « _ 


COPPELL PRICING 
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HE moſt Iolized of all Vanities are. 
| Riches : I call them a Vanity, becauſe 
nothing is or can be applied to vainer Pur- 

poſes; for though, in Propriety. of Speech, 
Riches are. a Blefling, yet as. the. World. 
has abuſed them, they are the greateſt Vani- 
ty. And that I may not be thought ſingu- 
lar in this Argument, it is remarkable, that 
the wiſeſt of the Heathen Philoſophers have; 

upon a Moral Account, had no better * 
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of them. It would be tedious to ſet down 


their particular Opinions, but in ſhort they 


were ſuch as theſe, (vig.) That they had no 
real Worth in them, becauſe they neither 
were their own, nor were they certain. For 
they had no natural Right to. them, more 


than for Neceſſity; and thence could not 
pretend to a ſuperfluous Uſe of them, nor 
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could it be reaſonable to ſet a Value upon | 


that, which could neither improve the Poſ- 


ſeſſor, nor be ſecured for a Moment: That | 
they clogg'd them with Dependencies, as 


well they upon others, as others upon them 
the firſt expoſing them to the Falſhood and 
Failings of thoſe they relied upon; the ſe- 
cond, to the Flattery and Troubleſomeneſs 
of ſuch as hung upon them ; finally, That 
they very much deprived them of them- 
ſelves, by ſetting thoſe Thoughts and Acti- 


ons upon the World, which were ſcarce 


ſufficient for the well Government of their- 


own Paſſions and AﬀeCtions : And if upon 
theſe Accounts they were thus contemptible- 


to the wiſeſt Heathens, whence come they. 


to be {6 deſirable by profeſſed Chriſtians ;. 


eſpecially when there are theſe Two Argu- 


ments, which may aggravate our Diſtaſte, 
and blunt the Edge of our Affections towards 


them ? | 


Temprations. 
- Secondly, That they increaſe our Account. 


Fiſt, 
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Firſt, That they lay us open to the great- 


7 eſt Temptations. I believe there is ſcarce 


any Gentleman, but would think himſelf 


7 affronted, if you told him, he knew not 
ho to ſpend an Eſtate ; and yet it is cer- 


tainly true, (if we may judge by their 
Practice) That there are more People know 
how to get an Eſtate, than how to ſpend it. 


For it is wiſely obſerved by the great Mar- 


quis of Halifax, That there is more Money 


1 ſo ridiculouſly ſpent as to be laughed at, 


than upon any other Account whatſoever. 
It would be endleſs to reckon up the parti- 
cular Vices, which flow from Pride, Vo- 
luptuouſneſs, Idleneſs, and Exceſs ; and are 
all ſupported upon the Score of Riches: How: 
one Man is ambitious to purchaſe a Title, 
another to be thought the beſt in the Com- 
pany, and a third to be a Cririck in his 
Dreſs or Mien; and all of them ſtriving to 
make the vaineſt Figure, or who ſhall be 
the greateſt and moſt expenſive Fool. Others 
there are, that are wholly given up to En- 
Joyment, and ſeek all Variety to pleaſe the 
Appetite ; and rather than be baulk'd in a 
ſtrong Temptation, will mortgage their 
Eſtates for a Moment's Pleaſure. Again, 
ſome there are, who tho they will not ſearch 
for a Temptation, yet will ſtay while it 
comes, and uſe no Prevention; and rather 


than be diſcompoſed with a Reſiſtance, will 


ſuffer it quietly to reſt in their Boſom; and 
IS. vainly 


„ 
vainly ſuppoſing that they want for nothing, 
will not trouble themſelves to reform in 


any- thing. Let me add, that there are | 
Men who in Exceſs are Monſters, who wou'd 
be more wicked than they are, and pay for 


more than they enjoy; who eat more than 
will ſatisfy, drink more than they can hold, 
and luſt after more than they can att. But 
above all, what Devil can compare with the 
Covetous, who famiſhes his Body to con- 
ſume his Soul, who lives in Miſery to be 
deprived of Mercy, and treaſures up Riches 
to purchaſe his Damnation. - Theſe and 
many more are the ill Conſequences of 
Riches, when they happen to be the Portion 
of Worldly Minds; and even to the beſt 
they are a ſore Temptation; for there is 
ſcarce a Sin to be named, but they will 
prompt them too, and withal give.them-the 
Confidence of a Power to effect: And there» 
fore, unleſs Men do defire to be tempted, 
when they know not what Meaſure of God's 
Grace will be afforded them, I can ſee no 
Reaſon why. they ſhould. be ſo fond of 
Riches ; eſpecially when moſt Men deſire 
them upon ſuch Accounts, as God Almigh- 
ty never yet promiſed his Grace ſhould ac- 
company. If it is only to enrich our Fami- 
lies, to live more. plentifully, more in Eaſe. 
and Pleaſure, and more to the Enjoyment 


of but innocent Allowances; theſe are not 


ſufficient to warrant our Deſires, nor to give. 


us : 


Re. 
us any Aſſurance of God's aſſiſting Grace; 
becauſe this would but ſhew a Suſpicion of 
his Providence, and that we are not ſatisfied 


with the Condition which he has allotted 


us. But if we would be rich, it muſt be 


intended to the Glory of God, to promote 


the Ends of Piety, Religion, and Virtue; 
to be juſt in our Station, exemplary in our 
Lives, and to uſe them with all Moderation 
and Temperance ; to be grateful to our 
Friends, hofpitable to our Neighbours, and 
charitable to all that ſtand in need of our 
Help. Theſe are the principal Ends that 
can juſtify ſuch Defires, or indeed can give 
any one true Satisfaction in his Riches ; for 
whoever he is that employs them to any 
other Uſes, will to all Eternity wiſh, that 
he had never known them : Which brings me 
to that other Argument to abate our Deſires. 

Secondly, That they increaſe our Account. 
There is no Man has ſuch a Property in his 
Eſtate, as to be at Liberty whether to ap- 


| | ply it to good Purpoſes or not: He has a 


Right to the Stewardſhip, but not to the 


| Diſpoſal ; for that muſt be according to his 


Lord's Directions. I confeſs, if his Ends 


and Deſigns are good, he is not tied up ro 


any particular Method, becauſe Piety and 
Charity are General Duties, and comprehend 


the doing of all the Good we can: But 


whatever is not uſed to the Service of God, 


and cannot be reckoned upon his Account, 
| TeqUIIES 


requires a very particular Management, to 
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conſider how much and for what it is laid 
out ; What for the Ends of Living, what 
for our Degree and Station, what for the 
Support of our Families, and what for in- 
nocent Enjoyments. In theſe and whatever 
elſe there may be, that may be placed to 


the Account of Uſe and Neceſſity, and 


thereby may hope for a favourable Accep- 
tance; we may Juſtly fear, whilſt we are 


our own Judges, that we may make to our 


ſelves too great an Allowance. I ſhall not 
now inſtance how common this is grown, 
for the Generality of Mankind thus to cheat 
themſelves ; nor ſhall I here preſcribe Rules 
to avoid it; but ſum up all that I have to 
fay further, in this material Enquiry ; Whe- 
ther or no it is Wiſdom to be ſolicitous 
after that, which it is a Queſtion whether 
ever any Rich Man has (in all Reſpects) 
applied as he ought ; which it is almoſt im- 
poſſible (as the World goes) to apply as 
we ſhould ; and which, if not well apply'd, 


will (without Repentauce) moſt certainly 


damn us. 


It is too evident, and too much to be la- 


mented, that the very beſt of Men have not 
uſed this Talent to all Advantages ; that the 
Cuſtom of the World, as well as our Pro- 
penſity to fooliſh Compliances, does almoſt 


oblige us to be laviſh and extravagant; and 
that we ſee too fad an Effect of this amongſt 


Heaven, 
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us, where many are undone by their unac- 


countable Expences. And if ſo, we ought 
rather to grieve for what we have abuſed, 


and be doing good with what we have, than 


to be covetous afrer more than we really 


need: For if the Hazard be ſo great, that 


the moſt exact Livers fall ſhort of the Per- 
formance of their Duty in this Point; what 


rational Man would deſire an N 


in a Truſt that he is in Danger of being ne- 


ver able to diſcharge. I ſuppoſe moſt Rich 


Men will think this an hard Doctrine; but 
as hard as it is, I dare affirm it to be true, 
That there are very few (if any) in this 
Age of ours, but have groſsly and ſcanda- 
louſly abuſed their Fortunes; and though a 
ſincere Repentance may, through the Mercy: 
of God, ſatisfy his Jultice even for ſuch De- 
fects; yet I ſuppoſe no Man in his Wits 
would be a Rich Sinner, if he knew what 
the Nature of Repentance was. In ſhort, 
the richer they are, and the more they have 
had, the more they have to anſwer for at 
the juſt Tribunal ; the Abuſe of every Far- 
thing will be placed to Account: And as 
they over-value Things here, they ſhall be 
under-valued hereafter ; for if their Portion 
is in this World, they ſhall be puniſhed in 
the next ; if they have ſown to the Fleſh, 
they ſhall reap Deſtruction ; and their Poſ- 
ſeſſions upon Earth ſhall be the Loſs of 
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Of the Ladies Fin-Money, and their 
fafbionable Behaviour. 

Mong the many extraordinary Cuſtoms 
A and Practices, which have of late 
prevailed in this Nation, there is no one has 
increaſed more than that of Pin-Money : I 
mean, where Ladies of great Fortunes or 
Qualities have, upon their Marriage or other 
Agreements with their Husbands, been en- 
titled to very conſiderable Revenues, of 
Two, Three, Four, Five Hundred per Ann. 

or more, for their own particular Cloathing | 
or Pocket-Expences. Now this, ( as many 
other miſapplied Advantages ) has had its 
Riſe from very ſubſtantial Reaſons. For 
when Parents give their Daughters very, ex- 
traordinary Portions, or the Neceſſity of 
their Quality and Station in the World 
obliges them to appear in a more than ordi- 
nary Figure; where it has been too often 
Known, that Husbands have been very ex- 
rravagant upon themſelves, and moſt penu- 
rious to their Wives, inſomuch as not to 


allow them their common Neceſſaries with- 
ads: out 
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out much Importunity : There and upon 
theſe Reaſons undoubtedly it has been, that 
ſuch as have been entitled to very gyeat For- 


tunes, have obliged (or at leaſt perſuaded) 


their Husbands to make them a ſuitable 
and plentiful Allowance. | 

T ſhall not therefore argue any longer, 
whether (or how far) this Cuſtom may, 


or may not be thought reaſonable ; but on- 


ly addreſs my ſelf to ſuch Perſons as are 
poſſeſſed of theſe Advantages, deſiring them 
to conſider, whether their Application 18 
ſuitable to the Intention, which the Provi- 
dence of God, the Deſign of all Parties, and 
their own particular Duty do require of them. 
The Firſt of theſe is a more than common In- 
ſtance of God's ſingular Favour and Good- 
neſs to ſuch Ladies: For nothing is more 
notorious, than that they have the moſt 


| ample Proviſions for the feweſt Expences of 


any Perſons whatſoever. Their Cloaths and 
Pocket-Money are the Sum Total of their 
Demands; and what a Supply has the afore- 


| ſaid Revenue to balance ſuch an Account. 
Thoſe Ladies who are not ſenſible they have 


more than is neceſſary in ſuch a Proviſion, 
are ignorant what the Conveniencies and 
Accommodations of Life means They 
have every thing of this Kind that can be 


juſtifiable in them to wiſh, if they have a 


ſuitable Senſe of Gratitude, and an,, 
| ne 
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neſs to God for ſuch a Bleſſing : But with- 


out this they defeat the moft gracious End 
of his Providence, and have Reaſon to wiſh 


their Condition had been in the loweſt Cir- 


cumſtances. 3 

As to the Deſign of Relations and Friends, 
of the Husband, and (it is to be hoped) 
even of the Wife too, in ſuch a Proviſion; 
it is to ſecure to her (as far as poſſible) 
perfect Eaſe and Satisfaction; to furniſh her 
with ſuch Ornaments of Finery and Gayety, 
as may be moſt delightful to her Husband, 
and molt regarded by the World ; to pleaſe 
her with ſuch Variety of pretty Things and 
Curioſities, as her Fancy and Defires may 
be moſt eager to have ; to ſupport her Ex- 
Pences in ſuch innocent Recreations and Di- 
verſions, as are the common Amuſements 
and Entertainments of Company. This, I 
ſuppoſe, is the utmoſt Deſign of ſuch a 
Proviſion, with regard to outward Circum- 
ſtances: I am very certain it is more than is 
neceſſary; nay, in many Reſpects, more 
than the Conveniencies and Accommodations 
of Life do amount to; and therefore we 
muſt not ſay there is Occaſion for all this 
Proviſion, ſince much of it may be omitted 
or cut off, as the Excreſcencies of Pleaſure ; 
and the Poſſeſſor may be as happy with ſome 
Part, as with the whole. But be that as it 
will; there is, (or I am ſure there ought to 
be) a much ereater Intention in the Wife, 
as 
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as well as in all Parties and Relations, who 
with good Succeſs and much Happineſs to 
the Lady fo provided for, (viz.) That ſhe 
may be the more enabled to live to the Ho- 
nour and Reputation of the Family ſhe 
marries into; That ſhe may fignalize her 
ſelf by all Virtuous and Noble Actions; That 
ſhe may want for nothing, which may he a 
Means to ſupport her Authority in her Fa- 
mily, to be very kind and uſeful to her 
Children, and to gain the Reſpect and Af- 
fection of all that taſte of her Bounty. 
But whatever may be the Intention of Re- 
lations and Friends, - there is certainly much 
more than good Defigns required of the La- 
dy.. She has a Duty upon her that is ſuita- 
ble to her Talents ; and the more they are, 
- the more Care and Caution muſt be raken 
in the Management of them. If ſhe has 
much at her Diſpoſal, and nothing more to 
do with it, - than only to habit her ſelf ac- 
cording to her Station, and to defray the 
Expences of her innocent Recreations; ſhe " 
would do well to confider what becomes of 1 
all the reſt; whether her Vanity and Profuſe- 1 
neſs, Exceſs and Luxury, Pride and Pagean- 
try, have not conſumed that Treaſure, which 
might have been improved to her infinite 
Advantage. I know indeed there is no Set 
Rule for Cloathing and Pocker-Expences ; 
and nothing is more common, more rg- 
markable (and more ridiculous too) than 
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to ſee Perſons of ſmall Fortunes to exceed 
the Greateſt or the Richeſt in theſe Things; 
inſomuch that the private Gentleman or 
Gentlewoman is often finer clad than the 
King or the Princeſs. But it is obſervable 
withal, that this Folly of theirs very rarely 
prevails with the Rich and Noble to run in- 
to greater Extremes of Dreſs and Apparel: 
No, ſo far from that, that ſuch o* them 
who are moſt eſteemed for Wiſdom and 
Virtue, ſhew a Neglect and Contempt of all 
gaudy Pageantry, and very ſeldom (if ever) 
appear in it. So that the Sum of what I 
have to ſay amounts to this : That there are 
Ladies (and much to their Honour and Re- 
putation be it ſpoken ) who juſtly deſerve 
all that Revenue, which their Parents or 
their own Prudence has ſecured to them ; 
Who diſcover as much Greatneſs of Mind , 
as of Quality in their Habit and Expences; 
Who adorn themſelves with every thing that 
is moſt becoming them, and deſpiſe every 
thing that is ſuperfluous ; Who know. the 
Manner of wearing to be the beſt Set off, 
and the moſt commendable thing in the Ha- 
bit; Whoſe natural Modeſty, Humility, 
and Fearfulneſs to expoſe themſelves, give a 
much truer Luſtre to their Figure, than can 
be ſeen in the boldeſt, moſt glaring, and the 
forwardeſt Ladies ; Who by ſuch Advanta- | 
zes find a Benefit in their Expences too. 
kor by this means (and by avoiding the 
| ſcanda- 


| 
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ſcandalous Hazard of Gaming) they are ſe- 
cure of a Fund, To "encourage. their Chil- 
dren in all Virtuous Improvements; To be 
generous to their Friends, and to all that 
ſtand in need of their Help; and to lay up 
an unexhauſtible Treaſure for themſelves, in 


the Prayers that are put up for them by the 


Poor and Diſtreſſed. 


Such Ladies, I. am fully ſenſible, there 
are; and I heartily wiſh they were much 
more numerous: But the Miſchief is, That 
of thoſe admired Ladies, who ſwim in fo 
much Plenty, but few of them are aware 
of that Gulph, which (if not carefully a- 


voided) will ſwallow them up. Pleaſure 
is their governing and principal Object, 
which moves and animates their Thoughts 


and Actions; and hence it is, that they 


confider not fo much what is moſt fit and 


_ reaſonable, as what is moſt diverting and 
delightful to them. This occaſions moſt of 


their Expences to be more upon their Plea- 
ſures, than for their Credit and Honour; 


for the Support of their Vanity, their Pride 


and their Courtſhip, more than for the Dig- 
nity of their Quality and Station. For 
what can be ſaid to that Gallantry and 
Coquetry, that Levity and Fondneſs, that 
Freeneſs and Confidence, (I am unwillizg 


to call it Impudence ;) that Intriguing and 


Revelling ; that Gadding from Home, and 


Hunting after Paſtime ; that Extremity of 
| L 
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Dreſs, and Wantonneſs of Manners ; that 
looſe, Converſation, and ramping Behavi- 
dur; that Irregularity of Life, and Incon- 
ſtancy of Affections, which are viſibly carri- 
ed on by the Expenſive and Gay People of 
the World? Are not theſe Things become 
ſhocking and frightful to the Marry'd State ? 
Are they not grown ſo ſcandalous in Wives, 
and to the Husbands, as to become terrible 
to the Serious and Thinking Part of Man- 
kind? And yet, are they not fo countenan- 
ced, complimented and delighted in, as to 
become molt Modiſn, and the gteateſt 
Marks of Gentility? And what ſhall we ſay 
to that extravagant Gaming, which is ano- 
ther Employment of the Rich Ladies, as 
well as Gentlemens Fortunes ? Is it not an 
Introduction to the moſt rude and idle Ac- 
 quaintance ? Is it not hazarding, and caſti 
away one of the greateſt of God's Blef 
fings ? Nay, is it not very often a moſt a- 
bominable injury „by running into Debt, 
and loſing that Money which is juſtly due 
to their honeſt Creditor and Tradeſman ? 
J would not be miſtaken, as if I brought 
this heavy Charge as a general Accuſation 
upon molt of the Ladies of great For- 
tunes: I hope I am clear from fuch a Cen- 
ſure, by what I have faid before. Undoubt- 
edly, the much greater Majority have not 
gone thus far, in many of theſe - aj 
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All that I aim at, is, to awaken the Rich 
Ladies, by theſe indecent, lamentable (tho 
_ faſhionable) SpeQacles : To let them ſee 
the diſmal Conſequences of Pleafure, when 


indulg'd beyond the Rules of Modeſty, 


Moderation and Diſcretion. I could eafily 
ſhew the valt Obligations they are under, to 
exceed in all the Virtues and Graces, which 
are moſt Beautiful, Beneficial, and Praiſe- 
worthy, as much as they exceed others in 
outward Circumſtances. Without ſuch a 
right Mind, and regular Behaviour, there is 
nothing more unbecoming them than the 
Advantages they poſſeſs. It is like put- 
ting rich Ornaments, and coſtly Array, up- 
on deformed, uſeleſs, and deſpicable Crea- 
tures. Such, and much worſe, is the 
Condition of thoſe Fine Ladies, who take 
Delight in nothing ſo much as in their fan- 
taſtical Enjoyments : They muſt lie down 
in Shame, and live for ever in Miſery. But 
I have ſaid enough of this, in the reſt of 
the Eſſays. 1 A 
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BEST or WORST: 
„hat the World calls of Hap- 


5 Men in it, are much worſe 
than other Mem, if the are ot 
| better. 


1H E Happy Men in the World,] as 
I they may be truly ſo called, are, the 
Rich, the Great, the Proſperous, the Wife, 
the Learned, and the Eloquent 3 the Men 
who have the largeſt Portions of Time at 
their Command, and have the faireſt Op- 
portunities of doing good. Such Men as 
theſe, as their Lives and Actions muſt be 
moſt conſpicuous and eminent, ſo they 
tand obliged (by all the Ties of Honour 
and geht r) to diſcipline their Inferiors 
by their Converſation and Example: To be 
2s Lights to the Ignorant to feprove the 
Raſhi and Inconſiderate ; to reclaim the Er- 


roneous, and to diſcounrenance and diſcou- 
rage 
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rage all Immorality and Wickedneſs. For 
it 15 not to be expected, that the Servant or 
' Labourer, the Men of Toil or Buſineſs, 
who have but little Leaſure or Abilities to 
cultivate their Minds, and to form right 
Ideas and Notions of Things, ſhould di- 
ſtinguiſn themſelves by any commendable 
Virtues ; unleſs ſuch as have all the Ad van- 
tages of Education and Fortune, do make 
them ſenſible, that Integrity and Honeſty, 
and all other Actions that are praiſe-worthy, 
are the only way to better their Condition. 
It is true, indeed, there are a Sort of Foik 
in the World, (beſide the Happy Men be- 
fore. mention d) that have Time enough up- 
on their Hands, and have more Oppoftuni- 
ties than they are ſenſible of, to improve 
themſelves and others : But theſe are the 
Mob, the Loiterers and. Illiterate ; Men; 
who have very little:to diftinguiih themſevcs 
from Brutes, but merely their Outſide, or 
the Inſtigation of the Devil upon their Ra- 
tional Faculties, to make them viler and rea- 
dier in the doing of Miſchief. : 
This therefore is a Truth more to be la- 
mented than wonder'd at, That the Gene- 
rality of the World are abominably wick- 
ed. It is rather a Wonder, That the Men 
of Quality's Servants, and Soldiers, and the 
ignorant Part of Mankind, who have often 
much Time to ſpare, and are ready to be- 
Row it upon any thing that will but ſooth 
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their vicious Inclinations, ſhould be no 


worſe than they are; if we conſider what 
wretched Preſidents of Lords and Maſters, 


of Ladies and Miſtreſſes, of Officers and 


Governots, the World is ſtock d withal. 
If the Age i is fo bad, (as moſt certainly it 
15) theſe are the Men and Women, in their 
High Stations and Qualities, that are chiefly 


anſwerable for it. Can they, who from 


their very Cradle are train'd up to Civili- 
ty and Mannets, who are ſo early inſtruct- 
ed in their Duty to God and Man, and 


Have (as it were) their Biaſs {et to —— 


Action that is Excellent and Generous; Can 
they, who have ſo much Power, and Time, 


and Opportunity to do good, and thereby 


have ſuch extraordinary Advantages over 


their Fellow-Creatures, for imploring the 


Divine Affiſtance in the Execution of it; 


(rrithout which, not any good nor any per⸗ 


{ect Gift can be attained ) Can they, I fay, 
think themſelves upon an equal Foot of Vir- 


tue, with ſuch as are embarraſs d in neceſſa · 


ry Labour and Induſtry, for the Support 
and Preſervation of their Lives yo Fa- 
milies . An um 
Is it: poſh 
and Proſperous, the Men of Wiſdom, and 
Learning, and Eloquence, who are pleaſed 
(and too often proud). enough to be thought 
Maſter of theſe Talents, to imagine that 


ny are not as much _ to * 
em- 


ble for the Rich. at Great, 


: 
ö 
* 
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themſelves by the right Application, as they 
are by the Endowments and Advantages 
they poſſels ? For what is Riches, or Great- 
neſs, or Proſperity, in the Hands of a Fool, 
or a Madman? Or what is Wiſdom, or 
Learning, or Eloquence, in the Management 
of.a Villain or Debauchee? Are they nor 
therefore liable to be ſo ſcandalouſly abuſed, 
as to make the Owners of them the very 
Scorn and Abhorrence of Mankind? And 
if ſo, it is notorious, that they are not gi- 
ven to be the Inſtruments of Vanity and 
Wickedneſs, but muſt certainly be applied 
to the Ends and Deſi igns of the Donor. Let 
me ſee the Great Man, that is ſtrict to the 
Rules of Honour and Virtue ; that owns 
God and his Laws the Fountain of Ho- 
nour ; the being and doing good, the beſt 
Evidence of Virtue ; the Knowledge of 
Truth, and the Conviction of the Simple 
and Sincere, to be the genuine Fruits of 
Wiſdom, and Learning, and Eloquence : 
Let me ſe, -T fay, a Man live up to all 
this, with Regard to God, bis Neighbour, 
his Family, and himſelf and ſuch a Man 
truly acts conſiſtently with his Character: 
He is a Great and Good Man indeed, His 
Riches and Honour, his Wit and Wiſdom 
are ſubſtantially his, and ſo united to his Na- 
ture, that his Being and his Raupe muſt 
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But if a Man wilt think it enough to 


have the bare Endowments of Wealth and 
Fortune, of Knowledge and Ingenuity, and 
take it for granted that he may uſe them as 


he pleaſes:; in Pride and Arrogance, and 
Conceit of his own. Abilities ; in Voluptu- 


ouſneſs and Senſuality, and Neglect of Re- 
flection and Religion; in Prophaneneſs, or 
(at leaſt) in a vain, and looſe, and corrupt 
Converſation; and thereby is ſo far from 


making the World the better for him, that 


(on the contrary ) by the Example of him- 
{elf, his Flatterers and Dependants, he is a 
Countenancer and Encourager, nay, a Tem- 
pter and Enſnarer of the Youthful and Incon- 
liderate, of the Idle and Licentious, and 
indeed of all manner of Perſons, to the Al- 
lurements cf the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, who are not (by the Grace of God, 
and by better Diſpoſitions and Habits,) got 
above, or got feos from ſuch dangerous 
Company : It, I ay, Men will live and act 


at this rate, (as, God knows, it is too much 


the Practice of ſuch as fit uppermoſt, and 
are mighty in Miſchief) what can be faid 
of them, but that they are much 'worſe 
than the common Criminals and Sinners? 
They fin againſt the plaineſt Knowledge, 
the fulleſt Conviction, the faireſt Advan- 
tages, the greateſt Encouragements, the 


ſtricteſt Promiſes, and with the feweſt Ex: 


cuſes of any Men living. And thence we 
| 1 muſt 
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Rules, from the Divine Oracles of the Ho- 
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mult ibe: ſenſible, that they are thoſe very 
rid iculous, perfidious, and ungrateful Crea- 
tures, of whom our Lord and Saviour has 

expreſly ſaid; That it 7s eaſier for 4 Camel 
to go through the Eye of a Needle, thun for 
ſuch Men to emer imo be Kingdom of 
Heaven.” 7 
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ESSAY V. 


in Matters of the greateſt as 


men t. 


"TT Hat God is the Fountain of Truth 
1 and Reaſon, is certainly what no Man 
in his Senſes will deny. And therefore, 
whatever Notices he has given us, or Judg- 
ment he has paſſed upon Things and Acti- 
ons, they are moſt infallibly true and cer- 
tin. Now every Man of Honour and Con- 
ſcience, who values himſelf upon the Glo- 
rious Name of Chriſtian, does acknow-' 
ledge he is furniſhed with ſuch a Stock of 


ty er bene as to have the plainelt and 
H "Cx molt .. 
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moſt convincing. 4 of the real Di- 
ſtinction that there is in Reaſon, Religion 
and Nature, from the falſe Gloſſes and Vic 
repreſentations put upon us by the Devil 
and the World. | 
Let us ſee then how the Difference n 
with relation to the moſt conſiderable Things 
of this World, according to the common 
Notions and Expreſſions of Men. To be- 
gin with Health, which is the moſt valuable 
of all Earthly Bleſſings ; it being that, 
without which no other Bleſſing can be 
raliſned or enjoy d. Now the common 
Notions of Men concerning it, are advan- 
ced from the Symptoms and Appearances 
that it makes; namely, Strength, Nimble- 
neſs and Activity of Body, chearful and 
wholſome 5 a conſtant Appetite, a 
ound Stomach, and a ready Digeſtion ; to- 
gether with the clear Apprehenſions and O- 
Perations of the Five bodily Senſes: Theſe 
we may call the Furniture of the Body, for 
the Receiving and Communicating of all 
Senſual Pleaſures: And this is what world- 
ly Men will undoubtedly call Health, Bur 
is this the Health of a Man? Nay, of a 
Chriſtian ? Human Nature it ſelf, — the 
mere Moral Philoſophers, had other and 
better Notions of it. They maintained, | 
That the Health of a Man conſiſted in bis 
Mind, and in its right Apprehenſions and- 
Applications to Virtue. But we ned. ary 
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fetch Arguments from their. wiſe'Reaſon-- 


ings ; ſince it is vifible to every: Man, that 
all theſe bodily Endowments may be in the 


Poſſeſſion of a Madman. And will any one 


ſay, that a Madman is in Health? And tho 


ſome Mens Madneſs conſiſts only in their 
Wickednels, (ſince they cannot be ſaid to 
be deprived. of their Rational Faculties )- 


yet ſurely, I may think that Man not right 


in his Senſes, who preſumes upon his bo- 


dily Health to indulge himſelf in Wicked- 


neſs ; and yet in the very firſt of his daily 


Prayers, does publickly acknowledge, There + 
zs no Health in him. And as thoſe Prayers 
are founded upon the Word of God, I have 
ſufficient Authority to charge him with this 
groſs Abſurdity: For thus faith the Holy 


Wiſdom is another Bleſſing of the bigh- 


eſt Nature, and ought to be ſo eſteem'd by 
all Rational Creatures. Now the common 
Notions of Men concerning it, confiſt, In 
having a large Reach and Knowledge into 
the Natures and Diſpolitions of Men and 
Things; In the Management of his Time, 
his Words and his Actions, as may moſt ad- 
vance his Intereſt, his Honour, and his Re- 
putation in the World ; In judging delibe- - 
rately, reſolving cautiouſly, and performing. 
\4zoroully : In being dextrous in Buſineſs, 


politicx in Council, ſtrong in Argument, 
and 


* 
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and regular and exact in the Government 
of Affairs. Theſe are the applauded Evi- 
dences of Wiſdom; and undoubtedly, tis 
as much as any worldly Man ſtands in need 
of: And therefore it is no wonder, it is all 
that he apprehends concerning it. But if he 
will reflect again upon it, as a Chriſtian 
ought to do, he may and will diſcover, that 
a Man may be all this, and yet be an errand 
Fool. For this has reference to the preſent 
Life only; and it he is to live again, and 
that Life is to conſiſt in a Condition of E- 
verlaſting Happineſs or Miſery, (which en- 
tirely depends upon his wiſe Behaviour 
here; then nothing is more plain, that 
unleſs that Time, thoſe Words, and thoſe 
Actions, that Judging, Contriving, Reſol- 
ving and Performing, have been chiefly- 
employed in Matters of Religion and Vir- 
tue; in the Glory of God, in the Govern- 
ment of himſelf, bis Paffions and Appetites, 
in all publick good Offices, as well as to his 
own particular Ad vantages; unleſs thus he 
does, (and thus the wiſe Men of the World 
dd not ;) he is indefatigably bufy in play- 
ing the Fool. The Holy Spirit of God has 
in ſundry places) ſo pointed ont theſe 
Men to us, and given them this deſpica- 
ble and infamous Character, that it is im- 
poſſible to miſtake them, uuleſs we are wil- 
fully blind: And therefore we do them too 
much Honour, (and it is unbeeoming 2. 
g N ; Chiiltian) 


. 
Chriſtian) to admire the Cunning, the Inge- 
nuity and Ahilities, of the ſelfiſh and ſenſu- 
al Part of Mankind, for Men of bright 
Parts, and Penetration, and Wiſdom ; when 
in truth they have ſo far loſt their Under- 
ſtanding Faculties, as to be fooliſhly inſenſi - 
ble of their real Happineſs. For what ſays 
the Divine Oracles ? The Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom ;, and to depart from Evil, 
that is Underſtanding. „ 1 


Riches and Finery, and Honour and Great- 
neſs, may be put together, as ſo many ido- 
lized Bleſſings of Mankind; (and mighty 
Bleſſings they are, when apply d to their 
proper Uſes:) Theſe are Things which 
need no Deſcription ; every Man knows 
what we mean when we mention them ; 
and the Misfortune is, that moſt Men think 
chem what they pretend to be. But the 
Queſtion is, Whether they really are ſo in 
their own Nature? If any, or all theſe, 
have no Exiſtence nor Duration in them- 
ſelves, no not to laſt ſo long as to the very 
next Moment, then certainly they are only 
the mere Shadows and Appearances of 
Things, and are only what Mens vain Ima- 
ginations have made them. And is any 
Man rich or fine, becauſe he fancies him- 
felt ſo? Or great and honourable, becauſe 
he makes a ſwaggering Pretence of being 

io ? If fuch Notions were to paſs upon the 
EE - = Reaſon 
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Reaſon of Mankind, Lunaticks and Ruffi⸗ 
ans would be the Men of Wealth and Pow- 
er. And yet how abſurd ſoever this may 
appear, we mult declare upon the Authori- 
ty of Hiſtory and Scripture, that Pharaoh, 
Nebuchadnezar, Belſhazer and Herod, and 
all Mankind who have regarded theſe gaw- | 
dy Matters as their Happineſs, had not 
much better Apprehenſions of theſe Things. 
For did not the Pride, the abuſed Power- 
and Riches of thoſe ſeeming Mighty Prin- 
ces, transform them into Beaſts, or deſtroy 
them in a Moment? Theſe, and many 
more of ſuch Examples there are, as ſhould 
clear our Miſtakes, and inform . qur- Jadg- 
ments, and make us truly; ſenſible; that as 
many as are lifted up, and fondly delight- 
ed with theſe Things, 1 think themſelves. 
in the full Polen of them, are at that 
very Time ſo deſtitute of God's Grace, that 
they are like the Rich Man in the Goſpel, 
uncapable of any Title or Intereſt in them, 
but are Poor and Impotent, and Blind and 
Naked, and in want of all Things. | 
There is one Thing more which is worth 
obſerving, becauſe it impoſes ſo much up- 
on our Underſtandings, and makes us ſo 
very ready to ſay, what we ought not to 
believe: As when we give ſuch extraordi- 
nary Characters of ſome Licentious Men, 
ta poſſeſs others with an Opinion, that they 


are very fine Gentlemen, This, I fear, has 
| done 
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done Abundance of Miſchief, and made 

too many think, they could never ſufficient- 
ly imitate Men who were ſg much applaud- 
ed for their fine Parts and: Breeding. Now 
the General Definition of a Fine Gentleman 


is this: The Man that is bred up to Learn- 


ing, Exerciſes and Civility, and has made 
his Improvement accordingly ; One that is 
of a witty; or (at leaſt) an ingenious Con- 
verſation; who talks properly and pleaſant; 
ly upon almoſt every Subject; that is of a 
graceful Mien, a winning Air, and a gen- 
teel Behaviour, in all the Parts of Motion 
and Manners: That is of a courtly Carri- 
age, a charming Tongue, and a lovely Ad- 
dreſs: Such an one is certainly very finely 
accompliſh d. But tho theſe are very com- 
mendable and beautiful Qualities, and ſuch 
as every Gentleman ought to be ambitious 
of; yet the Queſtion is, Whether theſe are 
the full Accompliſhments of a Fine Gentle- 
man ? And whether or no we are not too 
apt to give this Character to ſuch who have 
neither good Senſe nor good Manners; but 
only in a mere ſuperficial Behaviour? For 
is it not notorious, that the Debauchee, the 
Swearer, the Drunkard and the Lyar, nay, 
the very vain-glorious Coxcomb and Bla- 
ſphemer, are (at leaſt) reckon d amongſt 
(if not chiefly admired for) Fine Gentle- 
men? When in truth, there is no ſuch: 
Perſon can attain to a good Underſtand- 
8 F ing, 
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ing, and a clear Conſcience, and thereby 
can ſatisfy himſelf that he is a Fine Gen- 
tleman indeed; zill he has been aſhamed of 
himſelf, and ſincerely repented of all thoſe | 
Follies, Enormities and Vices, which have 
mix d and interwoven themſelves with his 
fine Breeding, when he was ſo much N. 
plauded and admired for it by Mankind. 
This therefore is moſt commonly the 
Caſe: That whilſt Men are in their Gayety, 
their Galantry, and their Courtſhip, ank 
making their Figure and Addreſſes to the 
World, (which is generally the Behaviour 
of the Vouthful, the Sanguine and Extrava- 
gant ; )- they are highly applauded 9 — 
up for Fine Gentlemen: But if they 
modeſt and meek in the Youth: and ier 
of their Age, or very humble and penitent 
in their declining Vears; it is ſeldom or ne- 
ver that ſuch Men (tho' perfectly well-bred 
in other reſpects) have carry d the Vogue 
for Gentlemen of Diſtinction, as Perſons of 
moſt refined Parts and Accompliſhments: - 
But whatever chimerical and conceited 
Notions our fool iſh Imaginations may have 
of good Breeding, it is certainly an Accom- 
plithment of the Nobleſt Extract, and re- 
ceives its Original from the Supream Being. 
The Faculties and Gapacities he has im- 
planted in us, and the conſtant Improve - 
ment which he requires we ſhould make of 
them, dogs neceſſatily imply, that we ſhould 
9W bring 
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bring them forth to Action; and this is 
properly good Manners and Behaviour. For 
when we live to his Glory and the Good of 
Mankind, when we do what we ſhould do 
in our Stations, Relations and Capacities, 
and end eavour to rectify and retrieve what 
we do amiſs; we then exert our ſelves in 
what is commendable and praiſe-worthy ; 
which I hope will ever paſs for the beſt 
Accompliſhments. And if we mean any 
Thing more, when we call a Perſon a Fine 
Gentleman, it is only that he is enabled, by 
the Bleſſings of Education and good Breed- 
ing, to appear more conſpicuous in theſe 
endearing Qualities. This, indeed, is Gen- 
tility that is highly honourable : It is Copy- 
ing after the great Pattern of Manners and 
good Behaviour, which will ſupport us in 
that Title and Character for ever. But if Men 


will have the Vanity to fancy they are Fine 


Gentlemen, for ſome outward Accompliſh- 
ments ſuperior to their Neighbours, and 
for which they are admir'd by Perſons as 


.. fooliſh as themſelves ; and thereupon ne- 
glect the better Manners of Virtue and Pie- 


ty: Such Men have neither Gratitude, Ho- 
nour, nor Honeſty, with relation to Matters 
of the higheſt Nature. They may be proud 
of themſelves, and commended by others; 
but they are not ſuch as God commendeth, 
and approveth. And therefore it becomes 
us to ſtrike in with his Sentiments: And 

8 we 


(42 
we ſhould diſparage our Judgments, if we | 
ſhould think otherwiſe of them, than that 
they are a Scandal to the very Name of 
Gentility, and to the very Nature of good 
Breeding. They are the more contemp- 
tible for their miſmanaged Attainments; 
and ſhall be beaten with more, and ſeverer 


” 


Stripes. 


Thus we ſee, that Health, Wiſdom, 
Riches, Honour, Greatneſs, and Gentility, 
(the mighty Bleſſings to Mankind, when 
| rightly apply d) are but mere Farce and 
| Romance, when conſider d as the World is 
| pleaſed: to eſteem them; when ſeparated 
| from a Life of Virtue.and Piety. But it 
| highly concerns us to know the Difference 
| 


o 


of Things, and not to ſuffer common Fame 
to impoſe upon our Judgment. 
e 3 Ferne 
_ *Poſiſeript. It has been objected to me, 
and might be ſo again, that it is no Abſur- 
dity to ſay, that a Man is in Health, or is 
ll Rich, or Wiſe, or Honourable ; according 
to the common Notions the World has of 
- theſe Things; and therefore I am in the 
wrong to argue in this manner, and to give 
this Eſſay ſuch a Title. To which I anſwer, 
That what in the common way of ſpeaking 
may be no Abſurdity- when ſingly applied 
to the Affairs of this World, is à direct Ab- 
ſudity , when. applied 10 Matters of much 
2 1 | S Steater 
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greater Importance, when the whole Nature 
of Man is confidered ; when Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, and the Word of God it ſelf, are 
the Meaſure of our Arguments; when we 
ſpeak of theſe: Things as of the greateſt 
Moment to a Chriſtian; for to conſider Man 
under any other Character or Condition, is 
to ſuppoſe him but little better than a 
Brute. 

And this Explanation is à ſufficient 
Warrant for thoſe ſeeming] harſh and. bold 
ne in moſt of the L e | 
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Talent, Qualification, or Ad- 
Lantage whatſoever - Or the 
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A = O put this Asen into the cleareſt 
Light: It is to have à very great 


Truſt committed to our Hands, and a very 


| _ Account required ins an 


ä 
he that can be proud of any ſuch Poſſeſſion, | 
ought to be well affur'd, that he can diſ- | 
Charge himſelf of every Irem that his Ma- 
ſter has appropriated to thoſe Endowments. | 
Let any Man therefore but examine himſelf, | 
and if he can be thus conceited of his own | 
Abilities, he certainly will gain that deſpi- | 
cable Character of the proud Phariſce, of 
being in a worſe Condition than the poor 
Publican and Sinner. 

For altho the Pride and Arrogance of 
ſome, diſpoſes them to have a ſcornful Con- 
tempt of others, who are not ſo Great, or 
Rich, or Witty as themſelves ; yet no Man 
was ever ſo impudently conceited, as to ſay 
(whatever he might think of his fine Parts 
and Poſſeſſions) that he had acquitted him- 
ſelf with all the Honour, Juſtice and Piety, 
that became him, in the Talents and Ad- 
vantages he enjoy d. No, if he knows 
any thing, he muſt know himſelf to be a 
Sinner, and to be guilty too, in the Abuſe 
of thoſe very Endowments, wherein God 
Almighty has ſer him. as an Example to 
others, by diſtinguiſhing him from other 
Men of inferior Capacities. And can that 
which is properly the Subject of our Hu- 
mility and Repentance, and in the Uſe of 
which we are obliged to act with ſo much 
Caution and Circumſpection, be an Occafion | 
of Pride, Self eonceit, and Vain-glory ? How ? 
ridiculous muſt it appear to the * of 
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Men, much more to the Sight of the Su- 
preme Sovereign, to behold a Man over- 


looking, and deſpiſing his Brerhren, on that 
very. Account for which he dares not look 


up, to God, but with Fear and Trembling? 
It. is true, indeed, there are ſome Men 10 
proud of themſelves, that God is not ar all 
in their Thoughts; but theſe are Fools of 
the firſt Magnirude, who are ſo blindly ſtu- 


. Pified by the World and the Devil, that they 


cannot ſee their Sins, till they fink into De- 


ſtruction. 
But here it may be obicfied; if the 


Qualificarions and Advantages of one Man 
above another, are very great Temptations 
to Pride and Envy, (inſomuch that the De- 
vil himſelf, thoꝰ much ſuperior to us, was 
not fatisfied with his Angelick Station, but 


rather choſe to be the worſt, then not the 
firſt of all rational Beings.) Is not he much 
- the happieſt, who is born with the meaneſt 
and loweſt Capacities; and the wiſeſt, who 
avoids all Improvements in Knowledge and 


Power? To which I anſiver, it is moſt cer- 


rainly true, that the leſs we have, the lefs 
Account we have to make; and that when 
we have acquitted our ſelves; in our honeſt 
Endeavours for a fafe and eaf) Paſſage tho- 
rough the World, we ought to reſt ſatisfied 


wich the Diſpenſations of Providence, he- 


ther our Station be eminent or contemprible, 


great or little: But yet this is no Advantage 
to 


\ 
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to Men in low Capacities: and Conditions, 
nor an Encouragement to Men of Parts and 
Fortune, and Power, to be lazy and negli- 
gent, and to hide their Talents in a Napkin, 
for fear of being puffed up with the Exer- 
ciſe and Improvement of them. 

For God Almighty has implanted in the 
Nature of Man, a noble Ambition, and aſpi- 
ring Emulation; not to put us upon ſtriving 
who ſhould be the Greateſt, and Richeſt, 
and Wiſeſt, in order to deſpiſe our more 
ignorant or neceſſitous Brethren, (which is 
that vicious Ambition and Pride, "belbre: 
mention d) but to excite” our utmoſt and 
unwearied Endeavours, according to our 
ſeveral Capacities, Qualities, and Advantages, 
to promote the Glory of our Lord, our Maſter 
and Saviour, the Intereſt, the Reputation, 
and Good of Mankind; and to do and ſuf: 
fer every honourable Undertaking which 
God has enjoin'd us, for the Exerciſe and 
Trial of our Virtue. And this is a moſt 
laudable and pious Ambition, ſuch as will 
entitle us to the Favour of God, and en- 
gage him to give us larger Portions of his 
Grace and Goodneſs: For what can be fo 
commendable and excellent in Man, as to 
exert all his Powers, Faculties and Abilities, 
in his Duty, Love, and Reverence to the 
Honour of his Maker and Redeemer. 

But as great and glorious as this Ambition 
i, it is far from being the juſt a of 

ride 
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pride in the Poſſeſſor. It is true, indeed, 


we may, nay, we ought to have an Eye to 
our own Reputation, and to our particular 


Ad vantages in all that we do, ſo far as they 
are conſiſtent with the pious Ends before- 
mention d; becauſe a good Reputation, Self- 
Intereſt, and Virtue, are morally inſeparable; 
and as they are ſo, we can neither be eaſy 
in our own Minds, nor ſupport our ſelves 


and our Families, nor be dutiful to God, 
nor ſerviceable to Men without them; and 


therefore this is not Pride, but the Act of 
Prudence and right Reaſon. But however here 
lies the Difference, the proud Man aims at 


nothing elſe, (at leaſt) nothing ſo much as 


himſelt; and provided he can gain the Repu- 
tation of being witty and wiſe, and can 
aggrandize and enrich himſelf in the World, 
he cares not what he ſays, or what he does, 


tho' it is offenſive to God, or prejudicial 


to Men. But the ambitious Chriſtian 


makes it his firſt and principal Aim, to ad- 


vance the Honour of God, and the Publick 
Good, and to promote Piety and Virtue 
where- ever he comes; and if this can be 
done, with the Preſervation of his own Re- 
putation and private Concerns, it is well; 

but if that cannot be, and he ſees: he muſt 
ſeparate his Virtue from his Credit and In- 


tereſt, and muſt be mocked and avoided, 


if he perfiſt in his good Intentions, he then 


_ bids Defiance to ſuch Reproach and Con- 


tempt, 
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4 tempt, ſeeks no other Applauſe nor Advan- 
| tage, but the Commendation of Heaven, 
and Content of his own Conſcience, and rea- 
dily ſacrifices all that he has in this World, 
to his Hopes of a better. 
Again, The Proud Man eſteems no body j 
better than himſelf, envies every Man that 
is in an higher Station, and thinks his Parts 
-and Merits can never be ſufficiently admi- 
red and rewarded. But the Ambitious Chri- 
ſtian is aſhamed of his many Defects and 
beſt Performances, when he compares bim- 
ſelf with thoſe innumerable Companies of 
pious Men and Women who have either 
gone before him, or are now living Exam- 
ples of excellent Behaviour and bright En- 
dowments: He ſtrives, indeed, to imitate 
and to come up to their Virtues 3 bur he is 
ſo far from envying them the Honour that is 
due to them, that he heartily wiſhes every 
Man better than himſelf: And as to his Me- 
Tits, he is willing to ſuppoſe, that others 
have better Parts and Deſerts, and may he 
more reaſonably intitled to the Favour of 
their Superiors; but eſpecially he renounces 
all Pretence of Merit from God, in whoſe - 
Merits. and Mercies, he only hopes for A 
Reward. 
Once more, The Proud Man overlooks his 
many Neglects and Failings z nay, cheats 
pimfelf with falſe and conceited Arguments, 


to evade and palliate his groſs Crimes and 
Enormi- 


heartily and for 
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Fnormities ; inſomuch that he hardly knows 


how to own himſelf in a Fault, and thinks 
it almoſt needleſs, and a Reproach to him 
to repent; ſo that he ſeldom or never does 


it with that fincere Application, as diſcovers 


any Reformation and Self-Abhorrence for 
his Vices. But the ambitious Chriſtian: is 
very careful not to omit a Duty, as well as 


not to commit a Sin. He endeavours to 


find out the very worſt of his Condition, 
and ſtrikes at the very Root of his Evil In- 
clinations: He cannot reſt ſatisſied without 
owning and conf his Crimes, and moſt 
ully bewailing and la- 


menting them. He elteems Repentance, 
when he has done amiſs, the nd ingenu- 
ous, reaſonable, and comfortable Duty; 
and magnifies that great Condeſcenſion and 
Goodneſs, which admits and accepts of 
ſo imperfect an Atonement ; and hereupon 
he expreſſes ſuch Indignation and Hatred of 
his Corruptions, as becomes a Life that is 
mortified, and-crucified to the World. 

This then is the right Uſe of ſuch Ta- 
lents and Advantages, as the Almighty has 


intruſted ſome Men with above others: 
They ought to be ambitious of great Im- 


rovements in Goodneſs, and to render the 
Praiſe of them to God alone; and not 
proudly to aſſume thoſe-imaginary Honours 
to. themſelves, which are only the Portion 
and Perdition of Fools. 4 * 
p | D ESSAY 
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E 8 8 A Y VII. 
of the Dif iſingenity int Ing ratinade | 
a of Mankind. 1 


TT 5 is not tn deptorable, me ys 
amazing, that Men who pretend to have 
4 "Senſe of Gratitude to 'acknowledpge'Obli- 
garions, and to exchange Benefits, (even to 
that Degree, that among free and generous 
Spirits, they never think they have ſuffici- 
ently requited a Favour, but ſeem as it 
were in pain till they have return d ir with 
Intereſt ;) ſhould yet be ſuch obſtinate and 
unthankful Creatures to that God who daily | 
loads them with his Mercies, as never to 
be won upon, nor affected "with" them: 
That he ſhould firerch our the Arms of his 
Loving-kindnefs and Tenderneſs, and by 
| Conſtant Preſervations court them to tis 
'Embraces ; and yet thar they ſhould he 
fo ſcandalous and inſenfible, as never to be 
moved bur by the Rod of his Anger. Tho 
this (one ſhould think) were too mean a 
Character for ſuch as would be thought to 
be wiſe and rational, yer common Expert- 
ence has ever confirm” - it ; That the Gol 
od 


* Ka ” 
i ene > 


e here is laid open 
V . 


4 

God obliges us, the leſs we acknowledge 
it: Inſomuch, that when we have the moſt 
evident Marks of his Bounty , when all 
Things are accommodated to our Eaſe and 
Convenience, may, when he puts the Diſtri- 
bution of them into our own Hands, with 
a Power not only to enjoy, but to entail 


them upon our Poſterity ; then it is that 


we forget from whom we receive them: 
We grow too proud to pay an Acknow- 
ledgment; we diſown Subjection, and de- 
ſpiſe Obedience: We are aſhamed. of the 
Pattern, and neglect the Merits of a con- 
temptible Maſter, and a.. crucified 7%: 


And thus feaſting upon Human Objechs, 
filling our Eyes with our Wealth and Gran- 


deur, and undervaluing every Thing that 


appears not to the World as conſiderable as 


our ſelves, we can diſcern nothing above 
our o Excellence, but pretend a Propriety 
to intruſted Bounty, give all the Praiſe of 
ir. to 0ur..own Merits, and reſt upon our 


Wits and Abilities to preſerve it. 


Nou let any one (chat has the leaſt Grain 
of Underſtanding) tell me, Whether it is 
not high Lime for Mercy to put in its 
Claim; to ſhew the Weakneſs of our uſür- 
ped Power ; to diſcover the Poverty of our 
wild; Imaginations; and how impoſſible it 
1S to ſucceed without the Almighty s. Ble 


* 


ind even 1d. Open to. Mi 
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kinds we will not be 1 won upon by Favour; 
nor wrought into Gratitude by his infinite 

Mercies; yet Rtill to let us ſee his Unwil- 
- Iingneſs that we ſhould periſh, he tries ano- 
ther. way to bring us to our Duty, and by 
15 Gren of of his Rod to draw us 70 
umilit yr. 
When therefore his Judgments fill bon 
our Ears, and we come to be pinched with 
Calamities and Sorrow ; when he ſcatters 2 
Nation LY, War or Pe lence, or diſtreſſes 
y Want or Miſery ; when there 
1s no Eye to pity, no Hand to ſave ; then 
the Tide turns, and we look up to Heaven : 
Then we can condole with our Saviour in 
his Sufferings 3 then we can cry out to our 
crucified Lord, O ſave ws, or we periſh. 
Then we are very willing to call to mind 
theſe ſerious Reflections; That it is God 
who is the Author and Giver of all Things; 
That it is he alone who over- rules by his 
Providence z And that nothing can proſper 
without his Permiſſion. Then we can ſee 
that it is very fit and reaſonable, to give to 
him our bound Duty and Service. That if 
he would be pleaſed to give us Food for 


Hur Bellies, and Cloaths for out Backs, then 1 


. we would ( with the Apoſtle) be 'contented 
and ul. That if we had enough for 
| erate Diet, , we would never "pay the 
Alno in Pampering and Exceſs: Thar if 
e had Raiment convenient and uſef — 
wou 
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would never laviſh it out in Show and Pr 
digality : Thar if he had freed us from feb. 
vile. Labour, we would labour more TY 
dantly in Charity and Devotion. That + I 
ever he ſhould be pleaſed to advance- us 
again to the Happy Proſperity and Plenty ol 


our Anceſtors, we ſhould abhor the Thought 
of baſely abuſing them, by making them to 
adminiſter to our Pride and Wantonnefs, or 
in the leaſt to the Contempt of our diftref- 
d Brethren: But that Temperance and Ab- 
ſtinence ſhould mortify our Appetites, So- 
briety and Modeſty ſhould regulate our Ha- 


bits, and Godlineſs ( not Gain) ſhould im- 
-Proye. our Time. 


| Behold. here how the Scene is alter ! g 


And yet as wonderful as this Change ap- 
pears, 1 may confidently fay, That no 5 Mun 


in his Wits, that is in an impoveriſh'd and 
mean Condition, but would Sladly make 
this Contract with Heaven. Look about you 
then, O ye that are wealthy. Shall we be 


1 difingenuous, ill-natur d and ungrateful, 
to let nothing prevail with us without 
\ Frowns and Puniſhments ? Shall we ſee the 


- Rod prepared, lifted up, and ſhaked fee r 


and Yor have the leaft Regret to 


: the Blow ? Nay, is it poſſible to 4 
that we ſhould > fo ſtrangely diftrafted,”o 
1 fer our Hearts upon the Word. when it is 
the ready Road to Ruin? For ſhame, When 
e 108 thus, let us renounce c our Ma 


cod; 


= 


\ 
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let us never more profeſs to know our Be- 
nefits: Let us never more pretend to gene- 
rous Souls, nor in the leaf to underſtand 
ä . ð TOTO 
But if we will be Men, let us act as 
ſuch: Let Mercy allure us, and 38 
engage us: Let Smiles be the Motive, and 
Love be the Object: Let theſe melt us in- 
to Compliance, and charm us to Obedience. 
Let thefe work in us an Abhorrence of all 
Unthankfulneſs, and produce in us the moſt 
elevated and noble Returns; in giving up 
our Strength and our Fortunes, our Lives 


and our Liberties, our Bodies and our Souls 


to his faithful Service ; as but a juſt Debt 
to him, from whom all that we have, or 
can hope for is derived ; and to whom it is 
the greateſt Comfort, Honour and Delight, 
of every honeſt and devour Chriſtian, to 
Tender moſt hearty Praiſe, Worſhip and Glo- 
Ty, World without End. FO PE 


I hnhis is the only way to eſcape thoſe Ca- 


lamities, which are the certain Conſequence 
of Ingratitude, and Abuſe of Mercies ; 'as 
may be ſeen by that awakening 1 79 5 and 
Admonition of St. Janet; viz. Gb to noto, 


ve rich Men, weep and howl for your 7 — 
hes 


'ries that are come upon you : Tour Riche 


ere corrupted, and your Garments are moth-. 
: ; | ; os i © 4 . E 4 #- 

eaten; your Gold and Silver is canker 4 : 
ONO ee 
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aft Day. Le have lived in Pleaſure on the 
Exrth, and been wanton ; ye have nouriſhed 
your Hearts, as in a Day of ee 
voy V. v. , 2, 3, &c. 
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ESSAY VIII. 


The 2 Life, 4 Life of Try 
| als and S ferin ge. 


ere is hardly any Thing more incon- 
J - fiſtent with Reaſon, than for a Chri- 
an to expect, or ſo much as to defire, to 
inſtated in the Poſſeſſions and En joy- 
ments of this World: The Saviour of 
Mankind was the moſt eminent Sufferer; 
and one of the principal Ends of his Sut- 
ferings, (as well as the illuſtrious Pattern 
of his 1118 was to ſet us an Example, and 
to. require of his Diſciples to follow his 
Steps, in overcoming the World, the Fleth, 
and the Devil. Now I think it is contrary - 
to the Rules of all Reaſoning, for a Man to 
be ſaid to overcome any Thing, which he 
courts and embraces, and is tenderly fond 
of; or be ſaid to have a Diſeſteem or Con- 
D 4 tempr. 
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| tempt of that, which he cannot be eaſy, 
and ſatisfied, and delighted without. It is 
| true, indeed, a Man may be poſſeſs d of a 

q great Abundance of what we call the good 
| Things of the World ; nay, may acquire 

mach of this by his own Application and 

| Induſtry ; and yet at the ſame Time be a 

| very good Chriſtian. But there is a great 

| deal of Difference between a Man's being 

| poſſeſs d of a Thing, and being eagerly ſo- 


licitous to obtain it; as alſo in the Purpoſe 

and Intention of his Endeavours, whether 

His principal Aim be directed to the En- 

largement of his own perſonal Enjoy ments, 

| or to the Glory of God, the Good of Man- 

| kind, and providing for his Happineſs in the 
World to com. 1 

The Poſſeſfion and Inheritance of a plen- 

tiful Eſtate, or the Providence of God in 


of it; to ſay the beſt of it, it is the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Poſt which he has allotted us 
for our Tryal and Probation: Such Perſons 
| have the biggeſt Accounts to make, are ex- 
paoſed to the greateſt Hazards and Dangers ; 
| - muſt encounter the ſtrongeſt Difficulties and 
| - Temptations ; (theſe are certainly very un- 
comfortable Circumſtances ;) and therefore 
| zit is no wonder, that God Almighty has 
| granted to them ſome extraordinary Advan- 
| tages, and innocent Enjoyments, to raiſe 
| 


* 
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Weir Character, ſupport their Spirits, and 


invi- 
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invigorate their Actions; which Men in a 
leſs Rank, and under leſs Tryals and Coy. 
flias, cannot, and ought not to expect. 

Men of Eftates ſhould confider this"; 
That they are under the greateſt Engage- 
ments imaginable, to employ their Time, 
their Fortunes and Abilities, in the daily 
Exerciſe of Piety and Charity; ; in refrain- 
ing from all Exceſſes, Superfluicies, and Ex- 
travagancies, even from an unguarded Love - 
-and Indulgence of Things, that in them- 
ſelves are the moſt innocent, lawful, and al- 
lowable ; in going abour doing good, and 
rejoicing at every Opportunity to promate 
It; in ſubduing every unruly Paſſion and 
Appetite, and reſiſting the very firſt Moti- 
ons of their exorbitant Deſires; in bidding 
Defiance to the ſubtle Inſinuations of the 
Devil, the Pride, the Pomp, and Blandiſni- 
ments of the World; and never thinking 
they have ſufficiently conquer d, till they 
are Maſters ot the Enemy's Artillery by the 
Stren gt th of Grace; can keep the Field, by 
a Life of Vittue, and trample upon Tem- 
pennen, by the Elevations of Holineſs. 

He that is thus engaged and employed 
0 and thus muſt every one be, who wil 
make good his Profeſſion) will ' have bur 
little Leaſure, and be lircle concerned, what 
becomes of the Profits and Pleaſures of 
this World; efpecially if he conſiders, 
r. ought, chat he has no manner of Shire 
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tor Title to them, whenever God or his 
own Confcience requires him to refuſe, or 
to part with them. He profefles himfelf a 
Subject of a much greater Sovereign; he 
claims a Birthright to a ſuperior Dignity, 
and is certain of more laſfing Poſſeſfions 
and Enjoy ments, than any Man can be, or 
eould have been, had he lived in the con- 
Rant Fruition of them, from the very Be- 
ginning of the World to this Day: And 
therefore it is, that He has a juſt Contempt 
of all theſe fleeting and cloy ing Vanities. 
He ſees that even they, who'are ſo much 
intoxicated with them, are ſoon deprived 
of them, or grow very weary and taſte- 
leſs in the Enjoyment of them: But 
for himſelf, be knows he is 4 Pibgrim 
and a Stranger upon Earth; that it would 
be the utmoſt Reproach, as well as Miſery 
to him, to ſtay ox Ioiter in a World of per- 
petual Change and Confuſion, or to divert 
and delight himſelf among the Sons and 
Daũghters of Folly and Vexation. He knows 


thar the Children of this World are but a 


* - 


Baſtard Race, that can never inherit any 
valuable Birthright : That in his Father's 


Country there are no ſuch People, no bru- 
"tal Creatures, nor proud Apoſtates ; but a 
Pure, generous, and ſprightly Society, whoſe 


Condition is an eternal, uninterrupted Hap- 


pineſs, and that Happineſs as full of Wiſ- 


The 


9 


The Concluſion: that E make from hence, 


is this: That we muſt be ignorant of gur 


think our ſelves Maſters er Proprietors of 
any Thing ; or that the Gifrs of Heaven are 
d far at our Diſpoſal, that they may he 
ſquander'd or ſported away as we leaſe, 


Nature, as well as our Buſineſs, if we can 


* 
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Tho our Conditions here are very different, 
and there is as much Variety in our Talents 
as our Features, and not Two Perſons are 
In all their Endowments alike ; yet no Man 
has Reaſon to boaſt, and be proud of him- 
ſelf; as if he had a natural Title to a bet 
ter,” any more than a worſe: The Great 
Author of our Being is the ſole Diſpoſer 


of our Fortunes; and it is mere Accident 
as to us, and great Goodneſs in him, if our 
Conditions be any thing better than our 
Btethren, or our Ne 


ighbours. And hence 


we may diſcern the wiſe Diſpenſations of 


Providence; that tho it gives us different 
Parts to act upon this Stage of the World, 
for the neceſſary Uſes of Life and Govern- 


ment, and for the different Degrees as well 
as Tryals of our Virtues; yet we ſhall be 
upon the ſame Level again, as ſoon. as we . 


go oft of it,; and then will commence the 


Honour and Advantage 4 the Applauſe of _ 


Angels, and of the Supreme Jultice, to him 
Who has acted his Part the beſt, and therein 
has undergone the greateſt Sufferings; not 
to him who has had the higheſt Part to att, 
- waa nad the hig a 
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doug Vixes, or (at the beſt) has not acquit - 
tell himſelf like a Chriſtian Hero. 
| What a .vaſt Conſolation muſt this be to 
the Poor and Afflicted, to conſider, that the 
Sovereign Diſpoſer of all Things has, in his 
fitherly Kindneſs, and infinite Wiſdom, al- 
tted to them . that, deſpicable Condition 
bor their Good ? And what a Turn muſt it 
give to our TOE, 2 r n if 
we reflect, that the Great and Proſperous, 
the Men of Pleaſure and Figure, have 3 
radigious Account. to make, many ſooth- 
ing Temptations (more than their Fellow- 
Soldiers) to encounter, lead a Life (gene- 
rally ſpeaking) the very Reverſe of our Sa- 
viour's ; and therefore ſtand the fartheſt of 


any Men living from Heaven and Happi- 


nels ? It is true, indeed, there is no getting 
thither without Tryals and Temptations; 


and theſe Perſons have certainly the moſt 
for their Share: But then the Honour and 


- Adrantages are to ſuch Perſons, and upon 
much Difficulties only, as God in his Provi- 
dence is pleaſed to bring upon us, and 


which we cannot conquer without our. ut- 
molt Endeavours, and the Divine Aſſiſtance ; 


not to ſuch as we (by our Ambition, or 


Folly ) raſhly bring upon our ſelves, and 
neither heartily ſtrive againſt, nor implore 
de Aids of his Grace to overcome, 
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Trials and Sulferiogs a are the very End of: 
our Living 3 there is no Virtue, no 
nimity of Spirit without it. Talents ale, 
not entruſted with us for no Uſe, or to be 
abuſed; nor are Sufferings permitted. or 
brought upon us to deſtroy us. No, mer 
are to call upon us, to employ our lnlulbs. 
and exerciſe our Patience, and; exert /our + 
Faith and Dependance upon God. To ſuch 
only ought. Liſe to be valuable, or can Deatn 


be tie: For what ſays the Scrip- 4 


rates, Jo him that overcometh, I will: give + 
the Grown, and he ſhall eat , the Tree of * 
Life, which is in the midſt of the Parad: Uſe 
God, and I will grant to him to-fit with n 
on my Throne, even as 1 overcame, and am 


2 ae 11 1 7 Father on his Throne. 
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Moon in her Courſe, as to fix a laſting Hap- 


pineſs upon outward Circumſtances. Look 
=o Nations, Families, and Perſons ; and 
obſerve the Unſteadineſs of every Station. 
Thoſe Countries which heretofore gave Laws 
to the World, are now but a beggarly and 
contemptible People : Thoſe Families which 


could boaſt of the ancienteſt Pedigrees, are 
either loſt, or ſunk into the meaneſt of the 


Vulgar: Thoſe Perſons who have had the 
molt of outward Felicities, have lived to 
ſee themſelves diveſted of them all; Beau- 


ties, Riches, Honour, Power, the Pleaſures 


and the Profits of this unconſtant World, 
are promiſcuouſly ſcattered among the Good 
and Bad, and are the Portion of all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men. Have we not ſeen a 
Peaſant as beautiful, a Mechanick as rich, a 


Footman riſe to Honour, and the meaneſt 


raiſed to Power, ſuch as might equal and 
vie with the proudeſt Pretenders ? Health, 


Strength, Liberty, Peace, are the common 
and ſuperlative Bleſſings to Mankind; and 


the want of any, or moſt of theſe, is more 


oſten among the higheſt, than the loweſt 
' Qualities. And wherefore is all this? But 


that the All-wiſe Being, by Variety. of Ac- 


cidents, might exerciſe our Virtues, and 
teach us, that. theſe are but momentary in 
their Nature, and only valuable as they tend 
to our future Happineſs: For ſhould we ſup- 
poſe any Man veſted with them all, and to 


employ 


CS. 
employ them to the utmoſt Gratification-of 
in Senſes, yet (beſide the abuſing the De- 
ſign of the Donor) his own Experience would 
be a Solomon io himſelf, and tell him, AU 
was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. But 
ſince Life is very ſhort, and its Happineſs 
ſhorter, fince the World and all irs Com- 
forts are fickle and tranſitory, and nothing 
ſo certain as Croſſes and Diſappointments'; 
whence comes it to paſs, that there are a 
ſort of Men, who, in all Conditions, are 
chearful and contented ? Surely, ſince we 
muſt ring a Part in theſe Changes, it is 
worth our while to learn their Art of Living: 
And what can we anſwer for ſo ſtupid a 
Neglect, when to do but as we know, is all 
the Difficulty? | 3 

We know that we are Men, who have 
rational Souls, which give us to underſtand, 
that there is an abſolute Power; which 
Power is directed by an infinite Wiſdom, 
and tempered by an unbounded Love and 
Goodneſs, which upholds, and governs, and 
diſpoſes all Things; ſo that whatever hap- 
pens, is always beft ; which has placed us 
here as in a State of Tryal, and will reward 
us hereafter, as we diſcharge our ſelves in it. 
| Now what is to be done by Men who know 
all this? Why, nothing that appears hard, 
much leſs impoſſible : To let God Almighty 
alone to govern the World, and in the mean 
time, to learn to govern. our ſelves: * he 


(64) 
humble and compoſed, and to know when 
we have enough, and not to reſt upon any 
other, than God and our own Conduct: To 
mortify our Affections, curb our Paſſions, 
and to do to others as we would have them 
to do to us, as knowing, that herein lies 
the Wiſdom and Reaſon that diſtinguifhes 
the Excellency of a Man above a Beaſt : To 
be moderate in the Purfuit, meek in the 

Poſſeffion, and indifferent in the Enjoyment 
of ourward Circumftances, as knowing that 
very ſhortly*there will be but little Diffe- 

rence, whether we have, or havEthem-nor: 
70 f be reſigned to Providence, patient in 

Ad verſity, and not ſtriving, but comply ing 
wich the * of Afflictions, as knowing, 
is Wind and the Weather be a= 
gainſt us, yet we ſhall ſecure our Vella, af 
we let her drive. 

- Theſe are the principal of Human Vir- 
tues, and may be ſummed up in Humility, 
Sobriety, and Charity; and tince theſè are 
enough to compoſe the Mind, through all 
the fleeting Stages of the World, merhinks 
he is a pjrilets Enemy to himſelf; chat ſtag- 
gers in the want of theſe rationai Pleaſures. 
But moreover, tho the Endowments of the 
Mind are fo truly valuable in theſe reſpects, 
that they far exceed all outward Advantages; 
inſomuch that they make us neither to 
ver- rate the Favour, nor to be depreſſed 


With ce Frowns of 4 mutable World; bu 
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by an Evennefs of Temper ſo to hold t he 
Balance, as not to be overborn by either 
Extreme; yet theſe are but the leaſt c 

of Happineſs, which only ſet us above the 
Reach of Danger: For tho ſenſual Objects 
are too mean and momentary to delight and 
isfy an immortal Mind ; yet there are 
Pleaſures that are durable and perfect, which 
theſe mortiſied Men, and only they, poſleſs. 
Such are the glorious-Privileges of addreſ- 
ſing to God, the Senſe of his Favour, and 
the ſweet Contemplation upon his infinite 
Perfections, upon the Beauty of his Holi- 
neſs, and the Immenſity of his Mercy, in 
doing and ſuffering ſo wonderfully for us; 
that we may participate of his Wiſdom, 
and communicate of his Goodneſs, and be 
perfect Uniſons in Love and Happineſs. 
Theſe are Beatitudes of ſo high a Nature, 
that were we not prepoſſeſſed with vicious 
Practices, and blinded with the Treachery 
of our outward. Senſes, we ſhould wiſh, and 
long for, and hope, and expect, and live in 
ſuch: a ſenfible Aſſurance of them, that we 
ſhould be nothing but Adoration, and Praile, 
and Thankſgiving; exereiſing our ſelves in 
ſuch noble Virtues, as would become the 
Dignity of the Sons of God; and tread ing 
under Foot that World of Wickedneſs, 
which is near its End, and ſinking into Ruin. 
And may I be for ever thus employed and 
captivated, ſteering for Heaven in a Greek 
9 | ine, 


(66 ) 

Line, that whilſt others are led afide, by 
Earthly Gains and Loſſes, I may only glean 
the Virtue of Contentment from both ; that 
God alone may be my Portion and Inheri- 
tance; cry ing out, Whom have I in Heaven 
but Thee, nenther-is there any * ney 
that pan Thee... » 


ESSAY. X. 1 


* our > of God. 5 — {om 


Spiritual Nature of Man, and 


5 "+ conſequently, of the Inmortality | 


Di „ be Soul. 


6 3 


4 oO is 2 Spirit, x Being 2 Exi- 
i ſtence, far above our finite Apprehen- 
ſions to underſtand ; and therefore when we 
ſpeak of a Spirit, we are forced to diſlin- 
guailh ir, rather by whar: it is not, than by 
What it is, viz, That it is no Material or 
Corporeal Eſſence, whoſe Original and Sub- 
liſtence is from no viſible or corruptible 
Principle or Production; but is of it ſelf, 
(as in God) pre- exiſtent to all Things; and 


(as in Us). The Image and amr al 
himſell. N 
ow 


* 


075 

Now there are ſome Things peculiar to 
the Eſſence of God, which can no way be 
ſuppoſed communicable to any other Being, 
diE. His Eternity, His Immenſity, His Om- 
fliſcience, His Omniprefence, and His Al- 
mighrinefs; all which may be called his 
abſolute Properties and Perfections: But be- 
fide, there are other Properties and Per- 
Goodnefs, Condeſcenfion, Mercy, and Fruth; 
which by Divines, are called, His moſt 
glotious Attributes; and tho they are all of 
them in Him but one Att and Effence, yet 
He has /gracioufly communicated them to 
Angels and Spirits; which was done to Man, 
when He made him after his own Image; # 
free, and underſtanding, and ag 
endowed with ſuch a Memory, Will, a 
Affections, as are above the Capacity of 
mere Animal Nature; and it is in theſe, and 
in the right Exerciſe of theſe, wherein con- 

fiſts all that Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and 
_ Virtue; which as they are in thehigheſt, or 
above all degrees in God (and therefore are 
called his Divine Attributes) fo are they 
by his Grace "communicated to Men, and 
may properly be called the Faculties of their 
Spiritual Nature. And it is in the ſcandalous 
Uſe and Abuſe of theſe, wherein conſiſts 
Alf that ſinful Pride and Folly, which ap- 
peared at firſt in the fallen Angels, and Cm 
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deen dern 200 apparent in wicked Nen and 


ſtates. 
Ibis therefore being moſt evident to our 
owh Experience, that there are ſuch Facul- 
ties and Capacities in Man, diſtinct from, 
independent of, and above or beyond his 
ſenſit ive Being and Exiſtence; it thence muſt 
follow; that the Soul in Man does not die 
with the Body; but is as immortal, as the 
Cauſe from whence it came; or as thoſe 
Faculties and Capacities are, which are the 
Effect of it. This is but what is common 
to the Nature of all Things; and therefore 
nothing can be more demonſtrable, than that 
Spirits, which. are of the higheſt and moſt 
Exalted Nature, and are immortal by their 
own communicative Eſſence with 4 Su⸗ 
preme and Eternal Fountain of. all Being, 
muſt exiſt for ever in their vital Operations, 
vrhether they are ſeparated or united to the 
Body or not. 
; . that this is 2 Conviltion beyond all 
D —_ the common Senſes. of Men, (as 
| wel as their Reaſon) have been Eye and Far 
Witneſſes to it : For if there has been any 
one Bodily Speaking Apparition in- the | 
World, of which all Nationsand Languages | 
eſpe 2 there have been we 


* 5 
| viour Toſs Ch, the Truth of — Tris 


ho kad fully atteſted, that no Matter of 8 
what- 
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whatſoever has been attended with fuch-un- 
controulable Evidence) then we have the 
moſt ſenſible Proof, not only of the Im- 
— of the Soul, but that our Bod ĩes 

hereafter be immortal. Which 
. to be ſuch exceeding Comſort to us 
Chriſtians, if we live as — our moſt 
holy Profeſſion, as ſhould over - balance all che 
Miſeries we may meet withal upon Earth. 
This, indeed, is à very ſenfible Argument; 
but Thall infiſt no longer upon it at 


preſent, 
it being ue from the hemp _ _ 
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_ Keeping the Sabbath, 1 
[Writ in France.) 


O Eing now in France, and making it m 

ÞD Obſervation, Thar all Sorts of P — 
do employ great Part of the Sabbath 
Sporting and Recreations ; uig. in Seeing; 
Plays, in Gaming, in Maſquerading, in 
Dancing, and the like ; and that this is not 
only — Prattice of che Papiſts, but chat 
2 1 in France and Orange, and 
 —— 
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fions.z I think it neceſſary to enquire into 
the Nature of theſe Actions: And herein, 


Firſt, Whether the Obſervance of the 
Sabbath is a Duty, or note? 2 


Secondly, Whether theſe Actions before 
mention d, are a Violation of that Duty ? . 


As to the firſt, it is univerſally granted, 
that all Duties are either Moral, or Poſi- 
tive: And the Keeping of the Sabbath is a 
Duty in both theſe Reſpects, as they gre 
both contained in- the Fourth Command- 
ment. For altho' J know it is generally 
argued, That the Few:ſh Law lays no other 
Obligation upon Chriſtians, but only ſo far 
as it is a Moral Duty; yet there are few 
General Rules but will admit of Excepti- 
ons, and this (I think) will be found to be 
one of them. I ſay then, that the only 
Caſe wherein the Zewi/h Law lays no Obli- 
gation upon us that are Chriſtians, is, either 
where the Poſitive Part has no reſpect to 
the Morality; or elſe, where the Moral 
Part is better ſecured by ſome Poſitive Pre- 
cept in the Chriſtian Law. Now I would 
have it obſerved, That in all the Command- 
ments, (excepting this Fourth) the Poſitive 
Duties are annexed to the Morality, and are 
acknowledged by us Chriſtians in every Par- 
ticular: And therefore I ſhould think it 1 
| a 11t- 
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alittle ſtrange, if this Fourth 'Command- 
ment ſhould have no pofirive Obligations 
that are binding upon us: But whether it 


has or no, we are now to Confider. The 


Morality of the Fourth Commandment is 
this: That we ought to dedicate a great 


Portion of our Time to the Worſhip and 


Service of the Supreme Being. The Poſi- 
tive is, that it ought to be one Day in Se- 
ven, and that one Day to be the Seventh 
Day (which we call Saturday.) It is evident, 
that this has no reſpect to rhe Morality, be- 
cauſe God may be worſhipped as well ano- 
ther Day as on that : And therefore this is 


no Obligation upon Chriſtians. But then 


as to the Obligation of One Day in Seven: 
This is (like the other Commands) fo an- 
nexed to the Morality, that you cannot di- 
vide them, withour endangering both ; for 
it is moſt reaſonable, that ſome conſiderable 
Time ſhould be allotted to God's Service: 
And what Time can be ſo reatonable as that 
of his own Appointment ? | 
Having therefore thus far made good my 
Propofirion, That both the Moral and Pofi- 
tivEPart of the Fourrh Cornmandment are 


ſtill in force, fo nas the Poſitive has re- 
ſpect to rhe Moi ity 4 T {hall only briefly 
take Notice, dt rhe Obedience which we 
owe to che Fri ge Farhers of the Church, 
and th ce ent Reaton- which they have 
given for the changing of the Day, in Com- 
. | memo- 
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memoration of our Redemption by the Re- 
ſurtection of our Saviour, does oblige us 
to obſerve the Firſt Day of the Week, or 
the Lord's-Day, as that One Day in Seven 
devoted to God Almighty. - rf 

1 écome now in the Second Place to con- 
fider, Whether thoſe Actions before -· men- 
tion d, are a Violation of that Duty. The 
beſt Argument for ſuch as do hold the 
Negative, I take to be this: It has been the 


Opinion of many pious and learned Men, 


that innocent Recreations may be practiſed 
on the Lords. Day, becauſe that this may 


be done for the Ends of Morality, and even 


for the better Performance of this poſitive 
Precept. But then it is to be conſider d, 
that thoſe pious Perſons did hold it neceſ- 
fary, to be in the conſtant and daily Practice 
of Holy Living; and that innocent Recrea- 
tions (eſpecially on the Lord s- Day) were 
only to be ſuch, as might refreſh the Spirits, 
and make the Imagination and Affections 
(which, perhaps, were grown dull with 


Exerciſe ) by the leaſurely Intervals of un- 


thoughtful, calm, and moderate Recrex 
tions, to return to their Duty with Þrea- 
ter Sprightlineſs and Vigor. I know no 
Man whoſe Judgment is more generally 
admired, than the truly 2 and learned 
Dr. Hammond; and therefore I think him a 
proper Evidence in the Caſe. In ſumming 
up the Sins againſt the Fourth Command- 
85 1 ment, 
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ment, he unites the Moral and Poſitive Du- 
ty; for he lays the greateſt Weight pe 
this, In not keeping the Spiritual Sabbath to 


God, by ſerving him in Truth and Holineſs 


all the Days of our Life, and in not duly 
obſerving the Times of Feſtivity and Faſting 
appointed by juſt Authority. Now, tho 


Dr. Hammond does not inſiſt upon the Lord e- 


Day to be any otherwiſe obſerved, tha! 48 


the Church has required it; and thereiore 


if the Church admits of innocent Recrea- 


tions, he does not forbid them: Vet you 
ſee it is his Judgment, that it is 2 Sin in a 


Chriſtian, not to make his whole Life to be 


as One continued Sabbath; and they who 


do ſo, may with good Reaſon, take greater 
Liberties on the Lord's Day, than they who 


allot Six Days to the World, and but One 


to God Almighty : And beſides he tells you, 
that it is a Sin not to obſerve it as the 
Church, or Publick Authoricy does require 
it, and. how that is, we are now to exa- 


mine. 
The Church of Rome does at this Day 
forbid the ſeeing of Plays, Gaming, Dan- 
Cing, and the like, on the Sabbath-Day ; as 
is evident not only from the Pope's forbid- 
ding of any ſuch Publick Diverſions in Rome, 
and other Places of his Dominions ; bur 
alſo the Third Council of To/edo, the Third 


Council of Milan, the Council of Towrs, 


with ſeveral other Councils, do, in as full 
E and 


„ 

And expreſs Terms as you can imagine, con- 
demn theſe and all other the like Paſtimes 
on the Lord's-Day ; together with ſingin 
of Songs, going to the Tavern, and Pack 
like; and this is implied in the Liſt of their 
«Confeſſions, which are ſet down in the Pub- 
lick Office-Books of their Church, wherein 
this Obſervance of the Lords's-Day is par- 
ticularly mention'd : The Words are theſe, 
* If they have employed the Feaſts of the 
Church (eſpecially the Lord's-Day) in 
* Gaming, Viſits, and the like; then 
< (ſays the Church) 15 are guilty of a 
mortal Sin.” And the Prieſts themſelves 
-will inform you, that they dare not give 
any Man Abſolution, who confeſſes himſelf Þ 
to be guilty of theſe Practices, till they have 
firſt enjoined him a penitential Preparation. 
No, tho' the Civil Magiſtrates throughout 
*the Popiſh Countries, have given Liberty to 
-moſt of theſe Diverſions on the Lord o- Day; 

et ſince it is the Church of Rome, whom 
they acknowledge as the Director of their 
Conſciences, it is plain, that in Gaming, 
ſeeing of Plays, and the like, they fin a- 
gainſt what they own to be a juſt Authority; 
and it is no Excuſe for them, tho' it is a 
great Crime in the Church, that ſhe does 
not execute her Authority upon them. 
The Church of England has forbid theſe | 
Diverſions on the Lord - Day, by the Ter- 
Tor of its Laws both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; 


and therefore for us who are Members - 
| the 
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the Church of Exgland, to he ſeen at Plays, 
Gaming, Maſquerading, and the like, on the 


Lord's-Day, is not only a Sin againſt the 
Fourth Commandment, whereunto the Go- 
vernors of our Church have annexed their 
Authority, (and where-ever we are, whilſt 
we are Members of that Church, we ſtill 


lie under the ſame Obligation) but alfo it 


gives a Scandal to the Religion, or at leaſt 


to the Practice of our Country; and makes 


Strangers to the Cuſtom of our Nation, to 
believe, that we are as licentious and extrava- 
gant in theſe Matters as themſelves. And 
hence we are obliged not only in Conſeience, 
but for the Honour of our Nation, to avoid 
theſe Practices. And to ſhew, that it is not 


only the Laws of the Church of England 
but that the Doctrine of the beſt and moſt 


learned Men of Exgland, is very full and 


peremptory in this Matter; I ſhall inſtance 
in One, who (for Brevity ſake) I think 1 
may ſafely ſay, does ſpeak the Senſe of all 
the reſt; it is the Great Dr. Tillol ſon, late 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his Words 


are theſe. *© Secular Buſineſs, vain Sports 


and Paſtimes, and the like, which by the 
very Nature of them, are apt to diſſolve 


© the Minds of Men into Mirth and Plea- 


ſure, and to carry them off from all {&- 
* rious Thoughts of God and Religion, and 
from the Meditations of another Waild 


and to give the Devil an Advantage, 
Er” A 


TW. 


4 which he never fails to take, to ſteal the 


< good Seed of the Word of God, which 
©. they have heard, out of their Hearts, and 


< make it of none effect.” This (he fays) 
isa Prophanation and Violation of the Lord 4— 
Day. And he that reads the general Diſ- 
courſes of God's Miniſters hereupon, will 


find them all in the ſame Strain; and that 
they teach us, That it is not enough for 


the due Solemnity of this Day, that we at- 
tend upon the Publick Offices of the Church; 
but that alſo we muſt apply our ſelves to 
Family, or Social Duties; to pious Dil- 
courſes, Inſtructions, or to receiving In- 


ſtructions; to private Reflections, Medita- 


tions, and Prayers; to viſiting the Sick, and 


other Works of Charity; and when we are 


uncapable of the Publick Offices, we muſt 
do what we can, and employ the ſame Por- 
tion of Time that we would ſpend in the 
Publick, in reading of good Books,  breath- F 
ing after God's Courts, praying for the | 
Publick, and begging of God that he will 
accept of the Will for the Deed, that we 
may join with his Church in Heart, when 


we cannot in Perſon, and thereby may have 


- the Benefit of the Publick Prayers of the 


Faithful. In theſe, and the like Methods, 


we are to ſpend the whole Day, according 
to the Doctrine of the Church of England; 
and in this Senſe only we can be ſaid to Ace 
Holy the Sabbath-Day. | 


And 
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And then for the Presbyterians and other 


Proteſtants in France, and other Countries, 
there is no one that has lived any Time 


| amongſt them, but knows very well that 


their Government forbids, and their Mini- 
ſters do diſallow of ſeeing Plays, 'Gaming, 
and Dancing on the Lord's-Day, and do. 


publickly preach againſt, condemn, and' be- 
wail them. 


It is true, indeed, that at Geneva, and 
(Ibelieve) in ſome Parts of Switzerland, 
they do exerciſe their Militia on Sundays, 
after Evening Prayer; but this is allowed 
upon the Principles of Self-defence, as a. 
Caſe of Neceſſity; and becauſe they cannot 
conveniently get together the Tradeſmen and | 
Labourers at another Time. 

As to the Lutherans, I muſt confeſs; that in 


ſome Places they begin their Diverſions on Sun- 


days, after Six a- Clock at Night; but where 

they do ſo, they begin their Sabbath on Sa: 

turday at Six in the Evening, and diſallow 

of Pablick Diverſions from that Time; 

which amounts to the ſame thing, with re- 
d to the keeping the Seventh art of the 
ime as the Sabbath Day. 


Thus we ſee, that all theſe Parts of the 
_ Catholick Church, tho in other Things di- 


vided, yet are of one Mind, and unanimous 
in this Matter; and that they are ſo, is evi- 
dent beyond a Denial; ſince there is not a 


Chriſtian Church in the World, but _ 


23 


o_ 
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has forbid Labour and Trading on the Lord's. | 


Day. And to what End I pray is this? Can 
we believe it is, that Men may be idle, and 
follow their Diverſions ? No, ſure, If this 
might be, they might much more reaſona- 
bly labour, that many Men might the better 
ſupport their neceſſitous Families, who could 


but ill ſpare One Day out of Seven from 


their Labour, did not their Obedience to 
God's Commands, depend upon his Provi- 
dence for a Recompence : And the ſame may 
be faid as to the greateſt Parts of the Day, 
which are not employed in the Publick 
Offices of the Church. ” 


I T confeſs, that 4s to the mean and poor, 


and more induſtrious ſort of People, who 
have little or no Time on the Week- Days 
for Refreſhment ; for them to viſit their 
Friends, or to take ſome innocent Recrea- 
tions on the moſt diſengaged and leaſt de- 
votional Parts of this Day, does look pretty 


near a. Caſe, of Neceſſity ;' for the Welfare 


of their Bodies, and for a comfortable En- 
Joyment and good Underſtanding among 
Friends, provided they keep their Thoughts 
and Affection in a conſtant Diſpoſition to 


Religion and Holineſs. But for the Men of 


Pleafure, who follow it as a Buſineſs ; who 
can give little or no Account of the whole 
Week, but in Sporting and making Viſits ; 
ho have no Excuſe for their Indevotion, 
but only their Prejudices againft Piety, that 
--— T's becauſe 
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becauſe they do not take ſo much Delight 


in Goodneſs, therefore they are reſol ved not 
to ſet about it; theſe Men, I ſay, are con- 
demn'd by the whole Chriſtian World ; 
that in ſeeing of Plays, Gaming, Dancing, 
and the like, they are ſcandadalous Abuſers 
and Prophaners of the Lord 5-Day; and he 
that will juſtify his perverſe Practice againſt 
fuch univerſal Evidence, looks as if he were 
reſolved not to be convinced by Reaſon. 

I ſhall doſe this Diſcourſe with Three 
neceſſary Queries, wherein I ſhall be as 
brief as poſſible. Fw? * 


Firſt, Whether theſe Diverſions of ſeeing 
Plays, Gaming, and Dancing, may paſs a- 
mong the Number of innocent Recteations ? 
And herein it is moſt certain, that very ma- 
ny wiſe, and learned, and pious Men, have 

oked upon theſe, as they are now every Day 
ractiſed ; that is, the hearing of immoral 


1 

Fins the ways fe Sums oft Money, and 
the Dancing in 

leſs than downright Sins; and if we add to 


ſquerade, to be nothing 


this the Opinion of all Men, That when 


they are the Cauſes of evil Fffects, that then 
they are no leſs to be avoided than the Ef- 


feds themſelves. Now; Is it not the gene- 


ral Obſervation of Mankind, That the Plays, 


by their immodeſt Repreſentations and Ex- 
preſſions, are great Corrupters of the Gay 


and Sanguine, the Youthful. and Inconſide- 


E 4 | rate ? 


— 
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rate? That Gaming for Money does produce 
Paſſions and Execrations, is begot and nou- 
riſhed by the Two Extremes of Covetouſ- 
neſs and Prodigality; and at length does ſo 
poſſeſs and play the Devil with the Man, 
that he cannot live contentedly without it, 
nor can he give it over, till it has finally 
ruined himſelf and his Family; And then 
Tor Maſquerading, Publick Balls, and the 
like; Is not this the very Sin of Revelling 
forbid by the Apoſtle? Is it not notorious, 
that it tends chiefly to Intriguing and Debau- 
chery, to the making a vicious Acquaintance; 
and laying Plots of Wickedneſs ; which, 
probably, if they were bare-fac'd, and want- 
ed theſe Opportunities, they could never be 
able by all their ill Arts to accompliſh ? 
Now, Are not all thefe very fatal Effects? 
And therefore, tho I do not fo abſolutely 
condemn theſe Things, as that ny Ends 
never be uſed in Caſes of Civility and Com- 
plaifance, or ſometimes for ſome better Ends 
and Purpoſes ; as when Dancing has tended 
only to innocent Mirth among Friends ; 
when Gaming has been only a moderate Di- 
verfion, or when (as T have known in ſome). 
it has tended only to the giving of the Win- 
nings tothe Poor, (and which, by the way, I 
would earneſtly recommend to Men of plenti- 
ful Fortunes); and when ſeeing of Plays has 
been to condemn: the Vices, and commend. 
the Virtues of them, and to ſet right 1 4 
2 Cs udg- 


8 


| Judgments, that they might not be miſied 


by them; yet I muſt ſay for the general, 
that tho theſe Things may be ſo managed: 
as not to be Vices, yet they border ſo near 
upon them, that according to the Cuſtom - 
and Practice of the World, they are moſt 
commonly, Vices; or are the fartheſt Ex - 
tremity of any allowable Recreations what- - 
ſoever; and if ſo, What mult they be on 
the Lord's Day? 


Secondly, Whether the expreſs Duty of 
Redeeming the Time, can poſhbly be recon- 
ciled with the Actions before-mention'd > 
Time, we know, is one of the greateſt Ta- 
lents- that God affords us; inſomuch, that 
while it is neglected or miſemploy'd, all 


other Talents are uſeleſs, and as nothing 


and therefore we muſt expect to give a par- 
ticular Account of it. Now, What can be 
ſaid for thoſe Men of Pleaſure, who paſs the 
greateſt part of their Time in the foregoing, 
and the like Diverſions? Would theſe Men 
but ſeriouſly conſider with themſelves, that 
when they have ſeparated the Times for 
Sleeping, for Eating, and for Drinking, for 
Dreſſing and Adorning, for Id leneſs and Saun- 
tering, for viſiting and receiving Viſits; and 


above all, for ſeeing Plays, Gaming, Maſ- 


querad ing, and the like, or worſe and more 
extravagant Diverſions; that then they have 


little os nothing mars that they can bring Ws 
>. 7 5 | t — 
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tze Kecount of their Lives: And, methinks, 
if they will lay ir to Heart, and act like 
Men, it muſt certainly fill Them with Feat 
and Aſtoniſhment. This is the Subject almoſt 
M every pious Treatiſe, and — I ſhall 
ſay no more of it; but only if they follow 
this Courſe on the Lord's. Day, as well as 
the reſt of the Week, they may juſtly be 
ſaid to have filled up the Meaſure of the 
Time that is allotted them, in a direct Op- 
t to that God who gave it them. 

| Thirdly, Whether the Righteouſneſs of 
fuch Men as practiſe the foregoing Dwer. 
fions on the Lord's-Day, can poſſibly exceed 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees, without which we can never enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God. Evangelical Righ- 
teouſneſs is univerſal Righteouſneſs ; and 
Therefore no Man can properly be ſaid to be 
Righteous, that allows himſelf in any wil- 
ful Sin, whereof this, in the Breach of the 
Sabbath-Day, is one. And that the Chri- 
ſtian may know that he is under this Obli- 
gation, our Saviour compares it with Phari- 
ſuical Righteouſneſs. Now, the Phariſaicul 
Righteouſneſs did conſiſt in this, In the Ob- 
ſervance of all the Exteriors of Religion, | 
and particularly rhat of the Sabbath. Pay; 
and it is worth obſerving, that our Saviour 
calls this a Righteouſneſs, which he does: not 
| 1 but only en us to do — 
that 
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that exceeds it. Wherein, then, does the 
Righteouſheſs of thefe Men of Pleaſure, 
excel the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees * They know very well, if they 
know any thing of the eib Hiſtory, that 
the Phariſees did far exceed them in all 
the Externals of Religion; and all that they 
pretend to, as their Advantage in the Com- 
pariſon, is, Fhat they are not guilty of 
their moral and internal Vices, ; but would 
] lengthen out this Diſcourſe, I could eaſily 
ſhew, that as the Scribes and Phariſces Ob- 
ſervance of the Sabbath, and their Annual 
Times of Solemnity; their almoſt continual 
Prayers to God, and liberal Alms to the 
Poor; their Faſtings and Humiliations, and 
many Bodily Auſterities, will riſe up in 
Judgment againſt theſe Men, for the Neg- 
lect of the Externals, if they be not (ſome 
of them) made unneceſſary by moral and. 
univerſal Righteouſneſs: So (if, as our Sa- 
viour directs us, we judge of the Tree by 
his Fruit) the internal Vices and Hy pocriſy 
of the Phariſess, tho they are black enough 
to fink them into eternal Perdition, are 
many of them bur the faſhionable Vices of 
theſe Men ; who pretend to Juſtice, that 
they may more eaſily betray you; pretend 
to oblige or divert you, that they may more 
_ ealily cheat you; pretend to love you, that 
they may more eaſily debauch you; or if 
{ome of them do appear leſs GOT in 

| theſe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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allow themſelves no Time to think; and 
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theſe Matters, yet ir is plain, that they are 
ilty of very immoral Acts, in living as 
"there was no God in the World, no Laws 
to be obſerved, no Sins to be repented of, 
no Temptations to reſiſt, no evil Affections 
to mortify, no Paſſions to ſubdue, no World 
to be dead unto, no Applications to be made 
for an Intereſt in Heaven, and to fit them- 
ſelves for a Divine Society. And in ſhort, 
they are the Sabbath-breakers, who are the 
foremoſt of theſe licentious People ; who 


therefore there can be no Hopes of their 
Amendment, till they have run themſelves 
into a worſe Condition than the preſumptive 


| Phariſees; and then I fear it will be too 


late to expect it. And hence what our Sa- 
viour ſaid in a better Caſe on the Phariſees 
ſide, may fitly be applied to theſe ſort of 


Men, That as to the moral and internal 
Parts of Religion, theſe (tho they have 
not) they ought to have done; and as to 
the external Obſervance of the Sabbath, and 
the like, theſe (tho they have) they ought 

not to have left undone. 2 
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1 the Creation at a Stand, but all Things 
either increaſe or decay; even Time it ſel. 
waxes old like a Garment, Nor is any Thing 
more ſenſible of Growth and Decreaſe, than 
the Life of Man. And as he is thus chang- 
able in his Perſon, ſo alſo in his Intelledts:. 
His Underſtanding, Will, and Affections, 
are liable to Alteration ; are low and high, 


IF is obſervable, that there is nothing in 


fall and riſe ; are ſometimes weak, and ſome- 
times ſtrong. For theſe being the govern- 


ing Faculties of the Soul, and the Soul be- 
ing the principal Part of our Being, it muſt 
of Neceſſity be concluded, that we are Ei- 
ther better or worſe, according as they ate 
exerciſed upon Good or Evil. Now as 
Good or Evil are never-failing Objects, (for 
even indifferent Things are made ſuch, ei- 
ther by their Uſe, their Abuſe, or their 
Conſequences;) ſo all that we do, re 
| | | either 
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either with the one or the other ; whence 
mult certainly Jollow either a Growth or 


This being 8 it wil be highly 
reaſonable, (as a Matter of very great Im- 
portance and Advantage) for every Man to 
reflect what Progreſs he has made, and alſo 
wherein the Nature of this Improvement 


conſiſts. 


It will not be very hand for any Man, 
who gives himſelf Time .and Liberty to 
think, to recur to the moſt conſiderable 
Actions of his Life; and I will not at all 
doubt, but he that does ſo, will find it the 
beſt Index, to diſcover to him all the Se- 
crets of his treacherous Heart. I call them 
Secrets, becauſe there are many AQi- 
ons done in ſecret, that are not lefs remark- | 
able to the Eye of our Conſciences. And 
this being a ſire way to lay open before us, 
the main Deſign and Root of our Practices, 
it will not be very difficult from thence to 
take a View, of moſt of the ſpreading 
Branches of Virtue, or Vice, in us. As, 
firft, we may eaſily diſcern our Sins in their 
Infancy : ben Modeſty and Conſcience 
flew in our Faces, and withftood the Fury 
of aſſaulting Appetite ; when all was peace- 
able and calm within, yet timorous and 
bafnful, tho innocent and harmleſs: To 
break thro? theſe, it was not! a little diffi- 


eult 5 and therefore we cannot but remem- 
ber 
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ber when theſe were violated, how we came 
to enter into Wickednels by degrees, and at 
firſt to excuſe it, by calling it a Title one 5 
and before we could admit or approve of it 
in our ſelves, we would hear what Charakter 
it had from others; till by the Enc 
ment of Example, as well as Carnal Incli- 
nations, we at laft entertained, what before 
we were frighted at. What Progreſs we 
made, is as eafily. diſcernible: For as our 
Hearts grew harder, onr Sins grew greater, 
till we let looſe the Reins to all manner of 
Impieties, in Diſobedience to God, and In- 
juſtice to Man: And thus, like the Tower 
of Babel, we have contended with Heaven, 
till we are grown to that Heighth of publick 
Inſolence, as to reproach Humility,and laugh 
at. Devotion. But alas, we have drove the 
jet too far; for Confuſion is at hand, and 
geance follows us. ; we have erefted the 
Monuments of our own Deſtruttion, and 
great {( certainly) will be the Eull theredf. : 
But I have ſaid enough of this melancho- 
ly Subject; for I would from hence ſhew, 
how Virtue increaſes in us. And this may 
be -eaffly diſcernible, to any one who c 
ders, That as we are Men, the beſt of us 
are Sinners ; and therefore it will be neceſ- 
fary to take norice of thoſe Reflections be- 
fore-mention'd, to examine how far he' has 
gone backwards therein; which if he {eri- 
oufly does, it will not then be difficult, * 
ee 


' 
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ſee . what Steps he has made in Virtue ; 
whether Sin (in it ſelf) does not begin to 
grow. odious ; And oy haps he 1 5 
conquer every particu in, yet at | 
finds a Hatred to it in general. He ſees. the 
Diſſatisfaction of all — Enjoyrnents; 
He is enamour d with the Pleaſure and the 
Peace of Innocence. He debates what it is 
to be wiſe and ſober ; that ſuch Men live 
above Fear or Danger ; and this ſets him 

Be upon Emulation. With this, he pre- 
ſently cries down the Follies: of his bps 


delpiles himſelf in his former Vaniti 


reſolves to break off the Habit of Evil tho - 


7 715 ps he diſpenſes with ſome darling 2 
1 


ickednels. Theſe Reſolutions put him up- 
on ſpeedy Endeavours; and theſe Endea- 


vours as readily know their Exerciſe; to 


wit, in Repentance, Prayer, and ſerious Me- 


- ditation, And tho theſe Things may at firſt 
be irkſome and tedious, yer his Diſcretion 


tells him, every Thing is ſo at the We : 
Exerciſe, and conſtant 


m, they will TA natural and af 
to bim. And nom be Ea a Taſte of that 
Growth I am ſpeaki e finds a ſecret 


 Greedinels after the L Oba of Piety; he has 


a better Apprehenſion and Idea 7 A 
His Paſſions grow weaker, and his Judg- 
ment 1215 and hence he ſurveys all the 


kae ies, he formerly made for his 
12 5 and Ai He diſcovers the _ 
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of worldly Sophiſtry, and the Nakedneſg g 
of thoſe A heights that would ſet up a- 
gainſt Religion; and feels another Sort of 8 
Life in his Spirit and his Actions: He noẽ-w- 
can entertain himſelf in the want of Com- 
pany ; but never complains for want of Ex-- 
erciſe to employ his Time. He now indeed 
begins to play the Man; he ſtands like a 
Conqueror, where before he was a Slave: 
He combats thoſe Luſts which had lorded 
it over him, and finally trampfes them un- 
der his Feet. And having made this free 
and noble Progreſs, he looks back to ſe if 
there be any Thing left behind ; and if he 
finds in his Soul 2 any darling Sin, that has 
ſhelter d it {elf under ſome pretended Al- 
lowances, he now ſees it as clearly as in the 
open Light; 3 it gnaws upon his Conſcience, 
and he cannot bear it. Every time he ad- 
mits of it, tis like a Dagger to his Heart: 
He finds that he can neither ay, nor re- 
pent, nor think, while he ſuffers it; and 
therefore he reſolves to part with it, be it at 
any rate. He challenges the ſneaking Viper 
forth ; and tho perhaps it many times turns 
again, and ſtings him, yet at laſt he cruſhes 
it on the Head, and it dies. And thus he 
acquits himſelf with Honour and Juſtice, 
who is bold and impartial in the Defence of 
Virtue, to raſe out all that is a Stain to 8 
Name, or his Nature. 
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But this is not all that I have to ſay upon 
this Subject : There is yet a more elevated 
and Seraphick Piety, which I can hardly 
think leſs than abſolutely neceſſary, it being 
almoſt ; if not altogether an indiſpenſible 
Duty: I mean, not only a Perſeverance, but 
an Increaſe in Godlineſs. I fear there are 
many (and I wiſh to God it were only my 
Fears) who think they are not guilty of any 
known Sin, who daily practiſe molt of the 


common Parts of Religion, and hence con- 


clude: they are in a very ſafe Condition: 1 


would not diſcourage ſuch, but rather re- 


jojce with them that they are got ſo far Hea- 
venward : Let let me reply to theſe, that 
this is at the beſt but ſtanding ſtill; where- 
as Grace and Virtue muſt grow, or it de- 
cays. I we find in our ſelves no Increaſe in 
any Good: no greater Love to Devotion; no 
greater Longing after Heaven; if we find in 
our ſelves no more Averſion to the World, 
no more Hatred of ill Company, nor no 
more Love to à Religious and improving 
Conyerſation, than What we had a conſide- 


rable Time ago; we have all the Reaſon in 


the World to believe, (ſince we are apt to 
zudge too partially of qur ſelves) that we 
have loſt Ground; that we have many In- 


firmities at leaſt to bewail ; and that God 


Almighty is not well pleaſed with our In- 
difference. For if Religion be our Buſineſs, 
it muſt be our Exerciſe and Delight, Tis 
00 as 


_— 
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. 1 
as in the way of Trade, we are to improve 
our Talents; and therefore the Omiſſion ot 


the ſame Deſires, is indeed but to be pleaſed 
in a Fool's Paradiſe. To neglect a Duty 


upon a little or no Account, or to let Com- 


pliment or Faſhion encroach too much up- 


on it, (as is very often ſeen) has, in my 


Judgment, very little Security on its fide. 
The Tree that is crooked , and bending in 
its Growth, ſeldom riſes to any great Sta- 
ture, but that. which: ſhoots directly up- 
ward, is much more beautiful, as well -as 
viſible : So if our Affections are bent, (tho 
but to innocent Diverſions) we ſhall find 
ſuch a Barrenneſs in the Fruits of Piety, that 
we ſhall never arrive to any great Matters in 
Religion, and at the beſt, we ſhall be but 
the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, But if 
our Deſires for Heaven are ſo ſtrong and vi- 
gorous, as to puſh us forward with Zeal 
and Eagerneſs, till we are ſick of our Infir- 
mities, and tht after Righteouſneſs ; then 
we ſhall grow up like the tall Cedars, till 


our Fruit enter within the Clouds: We 
3 mall 


( 
ſhall mount up with the P/almiſi upon Ea- 
gles Wings; be born above the petty Tem- 
ptations of the World. We need not fear 
that our Duties will be an Overplus to us, 
but according to their Greatneſs will be their 
Luſtre. One good Opportunity that we now. 
improve to the Service of our Bountiful 
and Gracious Lord, will one Day be worth 
more Riches than the World can purchaſe. 
O what Treaſures might we then be Poſ- 
ſeſſors of, if we pleaſed ! 

This is that Jacob's Ladder, by whict 
might (with the Angel: aſcend up on gb. 
Every Step in Goodneſs would advance ur 
Happineſs, till we came to the Manſion 17 5 
unbounded Felicity; where our weak I 
1 would commence "Dates mor Plea 
ures and our ee uties meet a 
15 b e. N 11. is 9717 
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ESSAY XIII 


f of the Sacrament of the | Lord's 
ehe n 
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TH O' it has pleaſed the Father of In- 
I finite Wiſdom, thro' ſundry Ways, 
: by gracious Methods, to convince, engage, 
and charm us to Obedience ; yet that he 
might prefer ſome Duties above the reſt, 
i for the Growth and Increaſe of his Graces 
in us, he has inſtituted this Sacrament, as 
| the chief of all the reſt, to unite all our 
other Services (thro' this) to himſelf, and 
herein to conſummate the Work of our Re- 
demption. For as in the Human Nature of 
Man, we advance to greater Degrees of 
Knowledge, by the daily Promotion of Age 
and Practice; ſo is the Spirit raiſed and 
improved, by ſeveral Steps and Degrees in 
Goodneſs, before it can come to the Stature 
of Godlineſs. We mult learn, underſtand, 
believe and obey ; we mult repent, reform, 
reſolve, and refign up all our Affections and. 
Wills to God, before we can be fit to ap- 
| proach | 


TRY 
proach this Table. That therefore we may 
be the more capable to admire its Excel. 

lence, and be ſtirred up to aſpire after ſo 
great an Honour, ſo high Preferment, and 
1o noble a Poſt in the Chriſtian Warfare, it 
can be no leſs than our Duty devoutly to 
contfider ie - 11 <7 


+ Firſt, The Graces we receive by it. | 
Secondly, The Glories that are annexed 
+ 


Firſt, In the Graces we receive by it. 
And what can be a greater Grace to Man, 
than to be admitted to approach to the 
Throne of Grace? For alas, ſhould ever 
this Door be ſhut upon us, ſhould we ever 
incenſe God, ſo as to deny us this Favour, 
we [ſhould of all Creatures be the moſt mi- 
-ferable. We cannot appear before the Throne 
of Righteouſneſs 3 for he is of purer Eyes 
-than 10 bebold Iniquity: Nor yet can we 
ſtand before the Seat of Juſtice ;, for there 
1 is 220 Fleſh can be juſtiſud in bis Preſence ; 
[ « nay, ſhould he enter into Fudg ment with us, 
i our very Spirits would fail before him, and 
- thoſe Souls which he has made. It is on- 
| iy Grace and Mercy can relieve us; it is 
| only Goodneſs and Compaſſion can ſupport 
us ; and therefore we have this only Hope 
to comfort us. Hither we may, nay, hither 
We muſt come, if ever we deſire to be ac- 
ni | cepted 
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cepted by him. For here he delights ; and 
here lie has promiſed, that accord ing to our 
Sincerity ſhall be our Reward: That if we 
come in Abhorrence of our ſelves, and Re- 
liance on his Merits, in ſacrificing every 
worldly Affection, and in a firm Reſolution 
of Obedience to him, that then he will in 
no wiſe caſt us off 5 but that this Table ſhall 
be a Teſtimony to us, that he will be merci- 


4 


ful ro our Unrighteouſneſs, and remember 


our Sins and Inquities no more. 
And it is not only the Pardon of Sins, 
which is here reached out to a true Penitent, 
but alſo the Supply of ſuch fanQifying 
Grace, as fhall ſecure him for the future 
from any mortal Relapſe, ſuppoſing it be 


atrended with his zealous Endeavours. For 


tho the Grace of God be quick and power- 
ful, and able to overcome our ſtrongeſt Ap- 
petites, yet he will never diſpenſe fo great a 


Bleſſing to any, but ſuch as are affected with 
the Senſe of it, and readily yield Obedience 


thereunto. But if we will ſhew our ſelves 


ſo humble and thankful, as willingly to an- 
ſiver to his gracious Calls; if we will but 


chearfully embrace the Motions of his Spi- 
rit, and fly to the Exerciſe of its Dictates, 
and our Duty; then ſhall we feel 578 
Strength in our Weakneſs, to repair our 
Infirmities, to vanquiſh our Corruptions, 
and to ſettle: in us an habitual Courſe of 
Piety ; by giving us a Delight to this ** 
| e 
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ſed Sacrament, and a Deſire to be frequent 

Partakers of it; that being accuſtomed to 

be waſhed in the Fountain of living Water, 

we may nauſeate the Streams of Death and 

Defilement, and be inſeparably united to the 
Eternal Purity; in, 


|. Secondly, The Glories that are annexed 
i. 3 
For what is this but a Wedding -Feaſt; 
where we are made one with our Bear Re- 
deemer, we in him, and he in us? Where 
we are ingrafted into him, and fed by him; 
-where the Smoak of our Services aſcends 
| up to him, and the Merits of his Paſſion 
| are conveyed to us: Where the Eternal 
| - Wiſdom, Power and Purity, vouchſafes to 
| be contracted to Folly, Poverty and Cor- 
| .ruption ; to advance our Natures, and re- 
it fine our Spirits; to reclaim us from the 
„ Degeneracy of our old Adam, and to re- 
" new in us his own Likeneſs ; in ſhort, to 
prepare us againſt his Coming to Judgment, 
that this Mortal may put on Immortality, and 
this Poverty may be enriched with his Eter- 
nal Glory. 7 3335 
„ O my Soul, are theſe Invitations made 
* thee ? Is this Feaſt of the Lamb of ſuch 
* an infinite Excellence ? And may I be 
© admitted to fit at this Table ? Is it cer- 
_ © tain, that this Wedding-Garment may be 
© bought without Money, and without Now ? 
f | . at 


(97 
« What a Fool am I then to be ſtill in 
« want, and naked ? I ſee the Emptineſs 
f all Things here below; and if any 
ce longer I ſet my Heart upon them; I de- 
<« ſerve to be as miſerable as they can make 
« me. I am reſolved I will no more be 
thus trepann'd and deluded ; for the Pearl 
&« of greateſt Price is fixed in my Eye; and 
« praiſed be that God who has purchaſed it 
« for me. O that I may never forget this 
“ his infinite Mercy! O that I may dwell 
« for ever in his Sanctuary! O that I were 
nothing but Gratitude and Duty ! 


ES A 
Of the Portion and Inheritance of 
the Saints. Z 


HE Neceſſities and -Conveniencies for 
the Support of Life, put every Man 
upon conſidering what his Portion is; and 


what Courſe muſt be taken, to ſubſiſt a 


Nature that is always in want of a freſh 
Supply. And hence it is, that ſuch as have 
been thought the wiſeſt of Men in all Ages, 

| F | have 
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have employed their Time, their Parrs, and 
their Induſtry, not only to make Provifion 
for a preſent Maintenance, but alſo to lay 
in a Stock for Futurity, which might laſt as 
long as their own Being. Nor has that been 
thought enough, but (as they muſt be ſuc- 
ceeded by Poſterity) they have purchaſed 
Poſſeſſions, and entailed Inherirances, upon 
ſuch as very often have never lived to enjoy 

And that this wife Oeconomy might have 
a laſting Foundation, and continue from one 
Generation to another, it has been ever 
eſteem d the Duty of Parents, to train up 
their Children (as far as they are able) in 
all profitable Knowledge, in Arts and Sci- 
ences, in Manners and Languages, and 
whatever elſe might raiſe them to a more 
gainful and ſuperior Genius. For it is an 
allow'd Maxim in the conſtant Practice of 
the World; That according to every Man's 
Ability, and Rank, and Station, there 
ought to be a proportionable Expence and 
Care, in their Childrens Education. 
Thus we gain the happy Experience, that 
Neceſſity is the greateſt Spur to Induſtry : 
And the Great ones of the Earth, who in- 
herit the Honours and Eſtates, ſhould conſi- 
der, That it is all owing to the honeft Pains 
and Labours of their Anceſtors. If any Per- 
ſons. or Families have grown up upon a 
EO. Iotter 
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ſofter and fouler Soil, (as it is very notori- 
ous too many have done ;) it is only like 
Weeds that may make a Show at a Di- 
ſtance : They are Reeds ſhaken with the 
Wind ; are the Offspring of Vice, the Fruits 
of Folly, and the Fuel of Deſtruction. 
Since therefore the honeſt Exerciſes both 
of Body and Mind, are ſuch neceſſary 
Qualifications to gain and keep an Inhe- 
ritance z how comes it to paſs, that the 
moſt induſtrious, and moſt numerous Part 
of Mankind, have no Portion nor Inheri- 
tance among their Brethren ; no not ſo 
much as to ſet their Foot upon? This 
Queſtion, I confeſs, would be pretty hard 
to anſwer, if our preſent Life and our Be- 
ing were of. the ſame Extent ; for then it 


would look as if our Labours were a Lot- 


tery ; and that whether we were ſucceſsful 
or not, depended chiefly upon mere Chance 
and Accident. But if we will have that 
juſt Regard for our ſelves, as fairly to re- 
preſent the full Extent of our Being; that 
our preſent Life is but a Life of Tryal, the 
Employment of the Labourers and Probati- 
oners for Eternity; it will be eaſy to give a 
very reaſonable Account, why the greateſt 
Number of Men, have no other preſent Suc- 
ceſs from their conſtant Induſtry, than but 
enough (and perhaps ſcarce enough) for the 
bare Support of their Lives. 


F 2 | Not 
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Not to infiſt upon the Neceſſity of Hu- 
man Affairs; That the Sterility of the Earth, 
ſince the Fall of Man, requires great Num- 
bers of Perſons to cultivate and improve it; 
That Servile Labour (tho' of the leaſt per- 
Jonal Advantage, yet) is therefore of the 
greateſt Uſe to the Being and Well-being of 
the World; And that it cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out Government and Protection , where but 
few can be Governors, and the reſt muſt be 
Subjects; and even of Subjects, there muſt 
be Superiors and Inferiors, to ſupply the 
Wants, to carry on the Bufineſs, and to ſer 
forth the Beauties of the whole Creation : 
I ſay, not to inſiſt upon ſo copious a Sub- 
Ject, we are furniſhed with much better, 
and more convincing Reaſons, from the Sa- 
cred Oracles of infallible Truth, why honeſt 
Induſtry, and unwearied Diligence, does meet 
with ſo little Succeſs in the World. 
The Anſwer which our Saviour gave to 
Pontius Pilate, That his Kingdom was not 
of this World, is the Anſwer therefore (in 
hort) to this: That the World (tho' ne- 
ver ſo much courted and coveted, by ſuch 
as bow down to it, and exert their whole 
Strength to obtain it) is not the Portion of 
the wiſe and laborious Chriſtian. So far 
from that, it is expreſly ſtiled a Snare, and 
a Texpration ; and to be poileſs'd of any 
cConſiderable Share of ic, is the moſt diffi- 
cult State, that can poſſibly conſiſt wich the 
= comtort- 
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comfortable Hopes of Happineſs ; inſomucit 
that Experience, as well as Religion, has 
taught us, that it is much eaſier to he vir- 
tuous in any Condition, than in it. Let 
me add to this, That the common Labours 
of the Poor and Induſtrious, (when accom- 
panied with pious Intentions) is a great 
Part of Religion it ſelf ; That their Faith, 
and Truſt, and Dependance upon God, en- 
titles them to far greater Promiſes, Privi- 
leges and Advantages , than was ever yer 
made to the richeſt Worldling upon Earth. 
And if this be the Caſe, I ſuppoſe it ought 
to be readily allowed, that the diligent, and 
laborious, and conſcientious Chriſtian, is 
much the happier Man, for the want of what 
the World calls Succeſs. 

Heſides, it requires Abundance of Art and 
Management, to be buſied in the Affairs of 
this World, and the next, at the ſame Time; 
and it is a very rare, and almoſt impoſſible 


Thing, for a Man to be a great Proficient . 


in both. So that it is no wonder, if he 
who makes neither the Profits, nor the Ho- 
nours, nor the Pleaſures of this World, his 
only Care, or his principal Concern, ſhould 
have little or nothing, or (at moſt) but a 
very inconſiderable Share of it. 
But fince the World is not his Portion, 
and yet he feels in his Breaſt, the chearful 
Expectations of the Reward of his Labours, 


thro' the powerful Merits of his Almighty 


S  Bene-- 
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Benefaftor + it remains, that we conſider, 
where, and what that Portion is ; and what 
Price and Value has been paid for its Pur- 
chaſe. | E 
Abraham, that Great Father of the Faith- 
ful, when the Promiſe was made to him, 
that nis Poſterity ſhould inherit very large 
and plentiful Countries, had not ſo much 
Poſſeſſton in the whole World, as to ſet his 
Foot upon; yet at the ſame Time, God Al- 
mighty expreſly told him, I am iby Porti- 
on, and thy exceeding great Reward. Abra: 
bam, at this Time, 'was undoubtedly very 
rich in Faith, was certain of the Promiſe, 
and thought himſelf in a very proſperous 
Condition. When our Lord and Saviour 
aſcended up from his Diſciples into Heaven, 
he promifed them, he would come again in 
like manner, as they had ſeen him go up in- 
to Heaven, This Promiſe is our Portion; 
He is not here, but is riſen: And the only 
Rich Bleſſings that we can hope for upon 
Earth, is, with the Eye of Faith, to look 
with conſtant ExpeCtation for his Coming. 
We are not yet enter'd into the promiſed 
Land; but he hath told us, He is gone 10 
prepare Manſions for us : Manſions, not dug 
from the Caverns of the Earth, nor fur- 

niſhed from the Backs of the Sheep, and 

the Bowels of the Worms; which are of a 
mouldering and combuſtible Subſtance, and 
- muſt all together (in a ſhort Time) _ 
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but One Funeral Pile ; but made of the 
moſt durable and precious Materials, and 
furniſhed with the moſt bright and tranſpa- 
rent Excellencies ; within which Habitation, 
there are Fulneſs of Foys, and Rivers of 
Pleaſures for evermore ! But we ſhall not 
only have Manſions, but Dominions too: 
Every Saint ſhall be a Sovereign; Crown- 


ed, not with a little refined Duſt and Rub- 


biſh, ſet with the ſparkling Pebbles of 
Earth; but with moſt perfect Beauties, and 
moſt ſhining Graces, and the illuſtrious 
Rays of immortal Glories. Nor is their 
Dominion like worldly Grandeur, confined 
to ſome little Scraps and Parcels of the 
Earth; but they are God's Vicegerents, over 
all created Nature, and the High Miniſters: 
of his Greatneſs, his Goodneſs, and Juſtice. 


| Such Honour habe all his Saints. 


Here then the moſt Rich and Mighty 
Man upon Earth, muſt look little and con- 
temptible under ſuch a Comparifon ; much 


leſs will he appear, if we conſider the Pur- 
chaſe, and what Price has been paid for the 


Portion of the Saints. Human Succeſſes and 


human Grandeur, are often granted or per- 


mitted to the Poſſeſſor for a Curſe; they have 


no Worth in themſelves, without a virtuous 


Application, for without that, they are always 


the Deſtruction of the Owner : He pays too 


dear for them, that pays one Jot more, than 
the common. and. fair Dealings of Honeſty: - 
1 — F. 4. and. 
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and Juſtice. If they are the Purchaſe of 
any ſinful Compliance, of Fraud or Oppreſ- 
ſion they betray and ruin all that are con- 


cern'd in the Miſchief. And hence we may 


behold the Ambitious and Voluptuous, as 
greater Objects of our Pity and Compaſſion, 


than of our Envy, if we conſider the wretch- 
ed Bargains they generally make. But tho' 


the induſtrious and laborious Chriſtian, can- 


Nor pretend to purchaſe by all his Endea- 


vours, thoſe vaſt Beatitudes and tranſcendent 
Dignities, that are prepared for him in Hea- 
ven, to conſummate his Happineſs; yet he 
has the moft comfortable and Joyful Aſſu- 
Tance, that an immenſe and moſt infinitely 
valuable Price has been paid for them : That 
when neither the Silver nor the Gold ; no, 


nor the Lives of the whole Univerſe, were 


ſufficient to purchaſe the Salvation of Man, 


and to raiſe. him to the Glories of the Beati- 


fick Viſion ; then it was that the God of in- 
finite Mercy and Compaſſion, the Son of the 
Moſt High, coequal with the Father, conde- 


ſcended ſo low as to take our Nature upon 


him, and in Pity to our miſerable and for- 
lorn Condition, who were paſt Recovery in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, to lay down his Life for 
us, and by the Price of his own Blood, to 
purchaſe our Redemption, in the Remiſſion 
of our Guilt; that we thro' the Gate and 
Paſſage of Death and the Grave, might have 


our Natures ſo purified, ſpiritualiz'd and re- 


find, 
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fm'd, as to be exalted and united to his Di- 
vine Nature; to enter with him into the 
Heaven of Heavens, the Holy of Holies; 
there to be Coheirs, and to reign for ever 
with him, in the Regions of unbounded Glo- 
ry and Happineſs. 

+ This is that ſtupendous Myſtery of Love; 
which will be the Bufineſs of Eternal Ages 
to celebrate. How precious then are the 
Souls and Bodies of the Saints? And to 
what a valt Inheritance have they now a 
Right and Title? Above all Value has been 
their Purchaſe, and above all Meafure will 
be their Poſſeſſions, in Felicities that are too 
rapturous for us now to comprehend. For 
if corrupt Nature could conceive them, they 
would be much inferior to what they are. 
No; the World, with all its Pageantry and 
pretended Greatneſs, with all the fooliſſr 
Courtiers and Idolizers of it, muſt fink in- 
to Perdition, and be baniſhed for ever, from 

the Preſence of their once poor Brethren, 
who here they deſpiſed, upon that Trium- 
phant Day of the Coronation of the Saints ; 
who will then ſit upon Thrones of Riches and 

Majeſty, in Judgment upon all ungrateful 
and perfidious Creatures. Then, and not till 
then, can we experiment what it is to be 
the Children of God, and Soint Heirs with 
Chriſt. Then, and not till then, can we 
feaſt upon ſuch Delights, as are ever charm- 


* 
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ing and ä but never dying not 

5 ying. In ſhort, then, and not till then, 

we ſhall be perfectly Holy; and till then, it 


is N to be * y Happy: 
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A Reflection which ought always ta 
a be in our Thoughts. | 


T is much to be lamented, that the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind (eſpecially of the 
young People) think of litue or nothing 
elſe, but how to pleaſe themſelves; how to 
get as much of this World as they can ʒ 
and when they have got it, how to lay it 
out in Luxury and Exceſs, in diverting them- 
ſelves with what (according to their difte- 
rent Inclinations ) they call Pleafure, or in 
 Tpending their Time in what may be more 

properly called Vanity and Impertinence. 
Let any Man call himſelf to an Account but 


or the Fxpence of One Day, and I fear he 


will find, chat it has been-employed either 


in doing noth ing to any good Purpole, or 
2 doing worſe than . or 8 
Too 
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beſt) in doing ſomething that may ( per-- 
haps) tend to his Advantage and Improve 
ment in this World, but nothing to his Ad- 
vancement in the Glory and Happineſs of 
the next. If he has done better, I may 
ronounce him a more than ordinary Chri- 
For who is there amongſt us that conſi- 
ders (what ſhould be always in our Thoughts) 
the Great End of our Being, and the Vaſt In- 
heritance we are born to in Chrift Jefus ?- 
That we came into-the World for no other 
Purpoſe, but to worſhip, and ſerve, and 
glorify God; to be uſetul, and juſt, and 
charitable to one another ; to live by Falth,. 
Hope, Love, and. Thankſgiving ; to exer- 
ciſe the Virtues of Humility, and Self-de-- 
nial and Reſignation; of Temperance, and 
Sobriery and Diligence. That the Chriſtian. 
Eife is a Life of Trials; that it conſiſts in 
watching, and firiving, and fighting, and 
_ fuffering. That God Almighty has expreſ- 
ſed his Abhorrence of every lukewarm and 
indifterent Chriſtian ; and that whoſoever- 
ſets his Affections upon the World, fh 
ac ver enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: 
And who is it that conſiders what that 
Kingdom is ? So infinitely more valuable 
than the whole World, if we could have 
it! That all the Riches, and Honours, and 
Glories, and Pleaſures upon Earth, are but 


Droſs and Dung, in Compariſon, mz 
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Theſe are but mere Shadows; tis Heaven 
is the Subſtance ; where theſe, and more 
than theſe, are to an infinite Perfection, to 
an infinite Degree, and to all Eternity. Yet 
as great as they are, they are only attainable. 
by the little Value we ſet upon our ſelves, 
and the Things of this Life ; and therefore 
this is a Leſſon we muſt learn, and put in 
Practice too, before ever we can be truly 
wile and happy. | SY 


There is but One way to be Great, Ho- 
nourable, and Happy ; 


And that is, to be Good, Humble, and 
Holy. . 

With a Religious Life, there is nothing can 

debar us of our innocent En joyments: 


Without a Religious Life, there is no ra- 
tional Enjoyment of any Thing. 


— —— 
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F I were to give my Advice, as to any 

; I particular Devotion, it ſhould be; That 
Ater your Morning Prayer; and Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, you ſhould once every Day 
tead a Chapter in Thomas a Kempis, by Dr. 
Stambope, and apply it to your Heart: And 
in thus doing, you cannot fail of God's 
Bleſſing upon this and your other daily De- 
votions, 10 as to become a perfect Man in 
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Un Thirty Years Exper'ence } 
[ I have had, 

Searching to ſeparate they 

| Good from Bad, {© 

The Wiſe from Fools, the So- 

9 | | ber from the Mad. 
I have obſerv'd Mankind in each Degree, 
From drudging Slaves to haughty-Majelty ;ę 
Their Bus neſs, Pleaſures, and Eormality. 


* 
* 
< 

12 

- * 
: - 
eZ © 3 2 
* $ AK 1 a 
1 


— 


(xo) 
I've ſeen the utmoſt Reachi:of 2 and 
ride; 
gome few Ambitious: Men the World divide, 
Of Rich and Luſeious Delicates polleſt, £ 
Feaſting upon the Labours of the reſt, 
I've ſeen how far Wit, Art or Power can 
Extend towards the Happineſs of Man: 
How Pageantry for Real Good we prize; 
And Flatteries our Fancies tantalize. {2 
[ ve known the Charms of Eove; 3 ts am'rous 
Leagues, 
Its eager Paſſions, and its cloſe Intrigues 
Its nice, and delicate, and wanton Care, 
To dreſs, and guard, and coyly to enſnare. 
And above all, I ve had a Noble Friend, 
The Chiefeſt Good this World can compre- 
| hend, - 
And ſuch a Friend, as when I ſet her forth, 
Em loſt in Admiration of her Worth! 


Yet what a Catalogue of Vanity, [me ? 
Does this Large Scene of Knowledge ſeem to 
The Bus'neſs of the World Mankind ws 
With falſe Advantages our Hopes abuſes : 

For after all our Induſtry and Pains, © 
We find a dang 'rous Purchaſe in our Gains: 
Our Pleaſures too are of fo ſhort a Kind, 
And leave fach an ill - ſavour d Taſte behind; 5. 
That they ſo far from ſweet Reflections 2 
We heartily could wiſh they never were. 
What ſhall I fay of mere Formality, 


That 1 Piece of State, and Foppery ? 
Where 


N wo 3. 


Where downright Worth a Virtue. will not 
Unleſs it turn a faſhionable Aſs. [ paſs, 
Yet tis butfit that Wealth and Prideſhould be 
Attended with ſuch Worſhippers as He: 
For theſe ate but intoxicating Show ; + 
The more of them, leſs of our ſelves we 
know. 
Nor let the Wit or Art of Man pretend, | 
That Happineſs does Human Pow'r attend; 
For Power is to every Vice a Prize, 
But cant the Owner make more good or wiſe: 
And witty Men who are with Power biel; 
Rarely purſue their Real Intereſt. 
Nor can the Lovers Senfual Delight 
Challenge to Happineſs a better Right; 
*Tis but the burning Fever of Defire ; 
Which ſoon deſtroys us, when tis ſet on fire; 
Bur does not Friendſhip makea proper Claim 
To Happineſs, (tho in another Name)? 
No----- There's a Bar in Friendſhip here 
[ below : 
Some Steps we make; but muſt not farther 
Some Intimacies, or Endearing Words, [ go. 
Or Gen rous Actions, Friendſhip here affords. 
But when I would be raviſh'd with the Senſe 
Of Friendſhip, in its higheſt Excellence; 
Tranſported with a kind of Property 
To all thoſe Graces in my Friend I fee ; - 
Then either long Acquaintance cools the Zeal 
And Admiration, which 15 once did feel; 


Or 
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Or elſe ſome common worldly Accident, 


Qur deareſt Converſation does prevent, * 

And-ſcarters us, our Abſence to lament. 

Or, what is worſt of all, which is my 3 | 

The Blefling does exceed my preſent 
State: 

s has fratch'd Her hence, to let me ſee, 

Friendſhip is only there in high Degree. 


is only there, where our Capacities 


A Laſting Love and Zeal will exerciſe : 
Where thoſe Good Friends whom we have 
[lov'd before, 


We ſhall * ever love them more and more. 


What then remains, but Sounding a Re- 
[treat 
From al this Emp- World calls Fine and 
Great c 
When i is not here to be found, 
"Tis fir we ſearch it on ſome other Ground: 
And where that is, twill not be hard to know, 
It we for Council will to W; don go: 


or chus ſays * who dwells i in perfect 
Bliss, 
« My Throne within the Lofty Heaven is : 
And yer there is a Place on Earth, where! 
+7 * Deſcend with conſtant Bleſſings Som on 
high; 
Fo © Where [ the Graces of My. Self pay 3 
Iis to the Cottage of an humble Heart. 


10 — 
eis a 


(113) 
Tis there where I now ſeek to find Retreat, 
And quitting worldly Aims, my God to meet. 
I fee! I ſee where true Contentment dwells! 
Where Poverty of Spirit moſt excels! 
Where thro a Senſe of my own Indigence, 
Alſo convinc'd of Human Impotence ; 
J reſt on him, and on his Bounty live, 
Who what is beſt for me will always give. 
All monttrous Ills to worldly Wealth are 
join'd, 
But Peace inhabits ! in 1 the lowly Mind ; 
Hid in the Caverns of an humble Soul, 
Where no croſs Fate his Quiet can controul. 
Here I have Scope for ſerious calm Debate, 
Examining my Heart to know its State ; 
And knowing this, ris more than Conqu 7 5 
rt, 
To curb and rule a falſe Fay! treach'rous Heart, 
No Wealth can purchaſe Bleſſing of this kind, 
*Tis Heavens Grace ſent to a contrite Mind ; 
And tis ſo neceſſary for our Good, 
There's no Redemption, if ts not underſtood. 


Thus ſeeking a Retirement, I'ſe 
A Thoughtful and a Rural Life agree. 
To fill my Soul with Hopes of Heaven's Joys, 
I muſt withdraw from Company and Noiſe. 
The wicked World with Thunder God at- 
7 [ frights ; 
In a fil Voice he comes, when he delights. 
When he beholds a Soul to take irs Leave 


g Ot that vain World, which did it once _—_— 
| n 


Rk at th 1 which to th' unthank- 


( 114 ) 
And in ſome ſolitary Place to try 
Its former Miſconceits to rectify; | 
Then God, in the ſoft Show'rs of tender Love, 
Drops down ſuch Comforts on him 3 
Above, 
As raviſhes his Heart to taſte and ſee 
The Beauty that there is in Piety. 
How excellent and perfect are its Laws! 
Which our Obedience charms,as well as awes; 
And makes us ſenſible Religion i is 
Our preſent Joy, as well as future Bliſs: 
How Sin, and worldly Pleaſures in moe 


Seldom eſcape preſent Uneaſineſs, 


Befide their future Pain and Wretchedneſs. 
How Human Miſery does moſt ariſe 
From hind'ring Reaſon its due Exerciſe ; 

In not allowing Time, to think and try 


What Pleaſures in Divine Reflections lye. 


| (ard the Soul hath not ſome purer Joy 
ve thoſe brutal ones, which ſting and cloy. 


Thus if within my ſelf I will retire, 


And {how but a fincere, tho* weak Deſire, - 
To. taſte thoſe Cordial Drops of Love Divine, 
Which are; by Right of richeſt Purchaſe 
mine; 
Then will theSacredSpiric guide myThought, 
Till ſuch An Pleaſures I am taught, - 
That my light will be my whole Employ, 
And the fame Thing to act and to enjoy. 
Here Heaven ſatiates the unbounded Mind, 


 {ful's kind, 
That 


( 15 ) 
That He whoſe mighry Word alone can 
make, 
The great and univerſal Fabrick ſhake, 
Can ſend ungrateful Mortals in his Ire, 
To feel their Follies in eternal Fire, 
Should ſuffer Mica, whoſe no are 
uch, 


To live much more to Lord it o're ſo much; 


Here firſt aſtoniſh'd ſtruck, I trembling 
[ ſtand, 
To ſee his great and wonderful Command; 
Omniſcient Wiſdom ord' ring all Affairs: 
What Puniſhment his Juſtice too prepares. 
This is the common doleful ſad Farewel, 
Which dying Sinners at their Exit tell; 
For they no farther of Religion know, i} Be - 
Then guilty Conſcience territy'd with Woe... 
Their Reaſon aggravates' their dreadful Fate; 
Foxc'd to deſpair, Cauſe to fepent too late, 
They end their Lives where righteous Men 
begin, 
Awak d with fearful Vengeance due to Sin. 


But piety will thoſe Affrights allay: 
He little fears who ſeldom goes aſtray z ;: 
And if he does, he knows he may depend 
Upon his Advocate, his God and Friend: 

He knows his Merit's able to atone 


For th' blackeſt Crimes that ſinful Man bs 
done. 


He 


(116) 
He ſues for Mercy at the Throne of Grace, 
Fo boundleſs Pity he applies his Caſe ; 
That Goodneſs and Compaſſion will remit 
What th' God of Truth has promis d to forget. 


* Here elevated Soul rejoice and ſing 
Eternal Thanks and Praiſe to Sion's King; 
The only Good offers himſelf a Gueſt 
Within thy humble ſelf-convitting Breaſt. 
Welcome, thrice welcome, bid him to- thy 
> Heart; 
He's wedded to thy Soul, and won't depart. 
Let Angels ſhout the News, let ev'ry Senſe 
Be raviſh'd with his gracious Influence: 

The ſolitary Pleaſures of thy Mind. 
No Meaſure, no Degree, no End ſhall find. 
No room is here for worldly Thoughts ® 
But fill'd with the Poſſeſſion of thy all ous 
Thou knowſt thy ſelf the beſt, when known 
ar e 0-21 to Don, 
Art never leſs alone than when alone. 


Haſte then, my Soul, to Happineſs and Reſt; 
Of this mad wrongful World thy ſelf diveſt; 
Retire to thy little cleanly Cell, 9 
Where no ſuperfluous Enticement dwell ;- 8 
(What's only need ful, keeps the Body well, 
There exerciſe thy Legal Right and Sway, 
Let Reaſon Rule, and Fleſh and Senſe obey: 


Reco- 


w . * 


( 117 ) 
Recover Force; and ev ry Day increaſe: +7 
There are Strong Men, as well as Babes Ba 
| Grace. 
| Forget the weak Performances of Youth ; 
And reach at more ſublime and perfect Truth. 
Turn the wiſe Merchant, ſell thy 4 
L 


And N to purchaſe this moſt precious 


2 Ware. 
For is it poſſible to think that we 
Should negligent of endleſs Bleſſings be? 
That Souls, which coſt the Blood of Chriſt, 
{ ſhould ſeem 
To us not — our Value and Eſteem ? 
That when our whole Concern lies thus at 
Stake, 
And God does Offers of Salvation make; ; 
Wie ſhould all Methods for our Good forſake! 
No ſurely, - · Since ſuch vaſt Rewards, | ie, 
Are promis d to, my honeſt Induſtry 
Since tis but 4% and have, but Serk nd 
[ 
Such wondrous Goodneſs ſo tranſports my 


| Mind, 


That I reſolve my Liberty to gain, 
And beg and ſtrive, till Glory I obtain. 
Yer like a Slave, amaz d, I hide my Face; 
And Icarcely dare behold ſuch — hs Grace. 


0 Thou who bear in ſecret, and art 
[pleas'd 


Wich bumble fs ee to be appeas d ; 
Who 


(118) 
Who, when by 4 long vicious Exerciſe - 


In ſenſual and coltly Vanities, 


We find our ſelves impov Tiſh'd and dodohe 
And out of all thy Gifts and Talents run ; 


Tet even then, if we will but return, 


Come home to Thee, and all our Follies 
{mourn ; 

Thou graciouſſy haſt promis d to receive 

Us, as our Father, and our Sins forgive. 

e Behold a ſinful Wretch, laden with Guilt! 


WO Penitent, for whom Chriſt's Blood was | 


ſpilt! 
8 « Weary of worldly Mirth and Pageantries, 
* Nay, weary of his own Infirmities; 
7 Wichdrrwn from all Deſires of Increaſe 
In any thing, but Charity and Peace; 
< Retir'd to his Cloſet, and his Home, 
* And waiting for his more retired Tomb : 
Thus to his Father' 8. Mercy flies; and 
[prays, 
„ That all the reſt of his remaining Days 
% May be employ'd in Gratitude and Love, 
And Contemplation of the Joys Above. 
* Wing'd with the Hopes of that moſt glo- 
| rious Sisht, 
7 When Chriſt ſhall come with Triumph 
[and Delight. 
Lovely hisLocks and charming in his Dreſs, 
* His Longing Spouſe to welcome and careſs. 


When all the Court of Heaven I ſhall ſes, 


* mens d in Immortal Robes of Majelly : 


18 When 


2 


( 119 ) 


When he ſhall call us forth to take our 
 [Places, 
« On Thrones of ſhining Light, and perfect 
Graces .. 

« And taat moſt Bleſſed Sentence — | 
" ell done thou Servant of my 15 and 
ear, \ 
4 Thou ſhalt for ever in " Foy appear ! 


OED ELEC n ? 7 
Of the New Tei 


7 f 1H O' none the Joys of Heaven know, 
Of wretched Mortals here below; 

Yet to employ our Souls above, 

And fit us for Seraphick Love, 

The Viſion of * St. Zoh reveals, 

What mighty Glories it conceals : 

A precious City repreſents, 

With all irs grand Allurements, 

Thereby acquainting us that we 8 


Shall one Day brighter Beauties ſee, 
Than here is poſſible to be. 

And tho I cannot ſoar ſo high, 

To view the Charms above the Sy; 
Vet ſince our Reaſon ſomewhat clears, 
By Revelation more appears : 


X Rev. St. Fohn, Char. 21. * er. I Os Oe. 4 q 
| n 


(120) 


And ſince the utmoſt I can ſay, 

Of that Triumphant endleſs Pay, 

Falls infinitely ſhort to tel] 8 40 
The Joys wherein the Bleſſed dwell ; 

111 try if I cav wing my Thought, 

To ud to the Third Heavens caught: 


— t leaſt by knowing that there are ) 
ore Goods beyond the Grave than here ; > 


This World to me may diſappear. 


O Sacred Spirit that doſt reſt 
Within each pure ſelf-conſcious Breaſt, 
Inſpire each Line with Heav nly Light, 
And wed my Soul to what I write. 


Imagine then a bleſſed | Baan, 74 <4, 
A fair, ſerene, and boundleſs Space, 
Compleatly fill d with all that can 
Perfect the Happineſs of Man 
Variety that's numberleſs, 
All Nature in its fineſt Dreſs 3 
Eternal Summers ſweet and gay, 
All Things are ripe, but none decay : 
Infinite Beauty, Splendor, Joy, 
Full of Delights that never cloy ; 
The Paradiſe, the bleſs'd Abode, 
Enlightned by the Son of God. * 


Within this Place (a Glorious Sight) 15 


2 num Tous  Manfions, 9 HOP bright; 


— — 


* Ja ah 50, Ver. 20, 21. Oc. 


— 


The 
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The Palaces of each brave Soul, © 

Whom no Temptations could controul, 

The meaneſt whereof far out-ſhines, 

The richeſt Earthly King's Defigns ; 

And doubtleſs when I ſhall ariſe, 

And on this City caſt my Eyes, 

Each outward Gate will ſeem to me, 

Some Court of Royal Majeſty, 

So beautiful, fo rich to coſt, 

More Wealth than all the World can boaſt : 

I know not how to wiſh for more, 

Than only here to keep a Door. * 

But, O! when I ſhall enter here, 

And all its Palaces appear, 

The Streets of precious Stones and Mould 

Of Jewels ſer in Duſt of Gold, 

O Thought! O Extaſy! the Sight, 

Will raviſh me with ſuch Delight ; 

No Words nor Human Senſe can tell 

The Tranſports that I then ſhall feel“. 
What ſhall I fay when J eſpy - 

j 


A ſtately Manſion ſeated high, 
Which near the Throne of God does lie, 
And in immortal Letters penn'd, | 
The Name of my dear Wife or Friend, 
Thoſe meek Companions who have trod 

So oft with me the Courts of God, 
And here are Crown'd with glorious Light, 
Above the proudeſtManarch's Sight. 


— 


* Pjalm 84, Ver. 11. Cc. 
T 2 Cor. 12. Ver. 4. 


G O how 
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O how will this enlarge my Mind! 
My loſt unequal'd Friends to find 
In all their Bliſs, in all their State, 
My Welcome to congratulate; 
Nor ſhall their Welcomes come alone, 
But God the Son will from his Throne, 
The Travel of his Soul r 
Me near him in bright dwelling Place, 
Ten thouſand thouſands welcomes more 
From all the honourable Chore, 
In glitt'ring Forms, who hither move 
To bleſs the Great Redeemer's Love. 


But © what Pleaſure muſt there . 
In all this bleſſed Company 
Where ev'ry Syllable is ſung 

In th ſofteſt Mufick of the Tongue; 
When ev'ry Word and each Diſcourſe 
Has Wit's Pelig ht and Wiſdom's Force; 
When all they ſpeak, their whole Em ploy, - 
Is tend'reſt Love and hearty Joy; 
When brighteſt Virtue is the Grace 
That ſhines in ev ry Beauty's Face; 
When laſting Paſſions fill the Heart, 
And 3 Friends ſhall never part; 
When Joy and Triumphs ſhall ſucceed 
The mighty Conquelts we have had 
O're Sin and Death, when in the Field 
The one appear d the other's Shield. | 


* John 14. Ver. 23. 
11 Rev. 3• Ver. 21. 


With 


Beyond the Thoughts higheſt 5 1 


8 123 ) 
With holy Zeal and kind Advice, . 
We fought the Way to Paradice ; ) Wag | 


When the Examples we have ſhown, 
Appears a Gem in either's Crown ; 
And our Improvement and our Growth, 
Will be the Happineſs of both, 
When we ſhall actually poſſeſs 

All God's. moſt glorious Promiſes: 
All that our Faith has ee believ' d, 
Or Hopes expected or conceiv'd, 
When Sin ſhall never more appear, 
Nor any Doubt nor any Fear : 

And nothing that can give Dian, 
Or cauſe Diſquiet or Diſtruſt; 

When our Felicity ſhall be 


Or Heart to wiſh or Eye to ſee; 
Beyond all poſſible Divorce, 

By Time or Chance, Decay or Force; 
When God's Perfections ſhall appear, 
To ev'ry Underſtanding clear; | 
And him and each other Above, 
The vaſteſt Meaſures we ſhall love : 2 


When Bridal Charms and Nuptial Mirth 


Shall never ceaſe its endleſs Birth; | 
And God and Righteous Men poſſeſs Ti 
One undivided Happineſs, Tt 
When ſuch exceeding Bliſs ſhall raiſe 

Our grateful Souls to th higheſt Praiſe ; _ 


+160, 2. Ver. 9. Oc. 
Ver. 7, & 0% 
T John 14. Ver, 22, 23. 


G 2 And 


T5 5 


an aids everthidte © 6 
Shall ling, contemplate and adore, 


All this muſt naturally be, 1 
Where none's in Age or Infancy : 
But in Maturity excel, 
And in full Strength of Reaſon dell: 2 
Where we proportion'd Bliſs ſhall find; 

Not to the Merits of Mankind ; 

But to the all deſerving Blood 33 
Of our beſt Friend, our King and God. 


Thus happil enthron d, Imay 

Millions of Wonders then ſurveß; | 
My Friend and I may take a Flight 
Through trackleſs Air and boundleſs iche ; 
And in a Moment farther pierce 
Than through this little Univerſe : 

And all along no Place is found, 

But where ſome Friendly Saint is Crown A 
Who gladly us would entertain 
With all that Pleaſure is or Gain. 

Such Welcomes every Saint can give; 
For God in every Court does live. 

Thus all throughout this endleſs Space, 
Is Greatneſs, Goodneſs, Wiſdom's Face x 
All Beauty, all the Charm that can a 
Engage © the Your and Love of Man. n 


3 


— * 


BY Iſaiah 7 vg 3 

* fobn 17. Ver. 24. : : 
vert e 0 
. And 


en) 
And now ſhould I be ſtill fo blind, 
On Worldly Goods to fix my Mind, 
To dote on ſenſual Delights. * 
On Pride and brutal Appetites: 
How juſtly may that Doom defall 
Me at the ſudgment general, 
To Hell, to Hell, ye curſed Souls, 
Prepar d for Devils and for Fools. 


Free 


Of SALVATION: 


Being a Verfion of the Tenth Chapter 
of the Pious Manual, cal” d, Chri- 
ſtian Thoughts for every ; Op of 
the Month, * 


g Alvation! What 1 precious Word" is this? ? 
Our preſent Comfort, and our (Bic. 
8 its 
That grand Affair for which our IF 8 
given, 
To train us up, and make us fit for Heay'h : 
All other Matters are of no Account; 
To what can Wars, or Court. Intrigues - 


| [ mount ? 
. Experience of all ſenſual Delights, 

Or full Indulgence of our Appetite: 
Theſe are Amuſements empty as the Wind, 


7 Children to admire, Fools to mind : 
; G 3 The 
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Jo only Buſineſs that ka Man can have, 
v Cod s high Service, is himſelf to fave ; 5 
in this — all real Happineſs, 
All that Perfection is, or Holineſs. 
Unworthy he the Dignity to be 
Diſtinguiſh'd by his Rationality, 
Who {hall neglect this only Truth to learn 
Whoſe Conſequence is of ſuch vaſt Concern ; 
Whole ſure Succeſs is ſcarce attainable, 
And whoſe ſad Loſs is irreparable; : 
What Knowledge have thoſe guilty Souls 
. withſtood, ( 
Who take ſuch Care for a mere Livelihood? 
But none how to leve well, and to do Good. 
What will it profit us the World to gain, 
11 with it we mult ſuffer endleſs nth 


The Creatares are made only for our Good. 
And become uſeleſs, if miſunderſtood : 
So that when Man his Labour ſhall forbear, 
And after his Salvation takes no Care, 
The glorious Sun which gilds the Firmament, 
Should ceaſe to give us Light or Nouriſhment. 
The Heavens ceaſe to move, the Earth produce 
Its Fruits and rich Provifions for our Ute, .' 
The charitable Angels ſhould for fake 
- The mighty Charge for us they undertake ; 
The World ſhould make irs Exit, and expire 
In the Deſtruction of conſuming Fire: 
Hie is unfit to live, whoſe Lite is ſpent 
1 8 wn Nature' 8 mn his God sntent,” 


£ 5 1 Never- 


Bur our Salvation is what we deride. 


e 
Nevertheleſs this is our wretched Fate, 


We think of noughr leſs than our future State bk 
Our Care extends to every Thing befide, 


In all Things elſe how readily we move? 
Our Money muſt with Intereſt improve : 
Our Fields be till'd, and rich with Manure 
And our Revenues with Increaſe be paidſ made, 
We dread the ſmalleſt Loſs we can receive, 
Yet diſregard this Loſs without Retrieve, | 
Me are at vaſt Expence to gratify 
Our Bodies, whilſt our Soul: a lie. 
By this our Cari” ge tow'rds that better Part, 
Whoſe Immortality ſpeaks high Deſert, 
What can Men think, but that we disbelieve 
That we have Souls, becauſe likeBealis we live?- 


N Del 


On 5 Death = the N 43 

| ©. BF. he | 

Here's nothing is more common than 
Deceit; 

| And Life, when beſt ſecured, is a Cheat. 

This Angel. Virgin, who had ſafely paſs d 

Diſtemf pers, which have Thouſands - 

; Bis. 

Tn Strength of Nature but yet ſcarcely grown, 

In ev'ry perfe& Beauty fully blown. 

The Glory of her Sex, the — of ours 3 


brighteſt Pattern of Almighty Pow'rs ! 
G.4- T lis 


G 
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This fair, this wond'rous Flow r of her ler 
No ſooner did appear upon the Stage, 

To call the gazing World out to admire, 

| Bee adden che Comet did Nerd 91 


Oh whither, beaut ous Wand rer, art t thou 
gone ? 
Whither, from all thy dear Relations, flown ? 
Human thou was' t; and we — * 0 
in 
To worldly State and Riches was inclind ; 
Bur theſe, 4 could not confine thy Eyes; 
Thy Innocence and Virtue bid thee riſe, 
And beckon d thee away, to mount the f 
i | | Skies... 
Oh whither, 1 mg to ſearch thee ſhall we go? 
Des thy bright, ransfigur'd "Ih Ex 
> 
Surely the boundleſs Heavens thee enfold 
hve the Stars, elſe we ſhould thee behold ; 
That Element of Love, that perfect Place, 
Where ev ry Act and ev ry Thought Sa Gtace 
Where — (with notable Exchange array d) 
From mortal Race, an Heir of God art made; 
Foſſeſs d of his own Happineſs And where 
Immenſity of all true Pleaſures are 
The — Intimacies, ſtrongeſt Joy, 
Which charm, and captivate, and never cloy. 
To ſee, and hear, and feel, and ever _ 


That Splendid and Harmonious, Boundleſs 
[ Feaſt 


= 4 Of Goodneſs mate, by Power {till increas t. 
| O imi- 


(rag ) x : 
O imitable Fair one! That I coul!“ 
But launch this great Abyſs, and in à Flo 
Of Hope and Extaſy, be: buoy d ſo high, 
To reacli thy bleſs d Abode within the Sky ! 
There ſhould our raviſh' d Souls ſo 1 gly 
a move 
| is Holy Ne of Seraphick Love; ; 
Till even we ſtill more capacious grew, 
To taſte the bliſsful Draughts of Love anew. 


Hold, hold, my Soul! O whither 8 oY 
high ? 
Thou art on rifing Ground, and fainwould'ſt. 


(fly 3 
But lam fick with Love, and firſt muſt dye 


$6853535536205505008 
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THY am! limited to Place 2 
A Soul ſhur up itn. Cas 1. 
Why have I ſuch a ſoaring Mind; * 
And yet a Perſon ſo conſin ?.. e by 
Why have I Senſe to Chuſe the Beſt.; 

And want the Means to be poſſeſt? 

O that 1 Wings had like a Dove! 

Then would I ay, and mount Above, C 


To Redeemer, and my Love. i 
8 / Then 


(1399). 


Then from My ſelf. Id fly away, 

From this Diſhonoutable Clay ; 

This Body, which ſo pt rondly we 

Indulge with ſuch Cur ofiti r. 

Then I'd diſdainfully look down — 6-2 Þ 

Upon each Diadem and Cromn ; © - | 

And ſpurn at Power, Wealth, and al 

The tranſient Glories of the Ball. 

I plainly now perceive the Cheat 

The World, which once] thought Great _ 

How Small it-looks beneath my Feet! 

\ Thoſe buſy Mortals now I ſee 

n in Filth and Miſery, 
ho once look'd-ſcornfully on Me. 

See how they ſcramble, Gol and dye, 

To gain the Scraps that floating _— 

Under this glitt ring Canopy ! 

J ſee the Cquſe I took no Reſt, 1 

My Spirit ſtruggling in my Breaſt, 3 y 

Twas «prop d down, -and wanted Vent, 

Into its r Element. 

O ho 1 feel this Boundleſs Place! 

I am all Wing „and Life, and Space. 

I now Wer could at a Stride 5 

Step.crolS the Globe, I thought ſo wide, | 

Adin, ; Tg 1 of Vanity!“ : 
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No more Tl] caſt a LY Jus pk 
1 now to Diſtant "as ions J 
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af the Nat ature 1 our rab 
X's and llinoſuien. n 


T is 2 33 Caſe, to ſee a Nation 

o perfectly ſettled as we ate, under ſo 
Good à King, and ſo, Happy a Conſtitution, 
to be 5 ſo n — 1 and 
rent aſunder, by the violent "Eves and 

E - Tempers of Parties. 

No theſe unhappy Differences are com- 

- manly e to proceed om 10 other 


0 — Eule than the Audit 2nd 
Va- 


C 


Avarice of Perſons of the moſt Eminent 
Farts and Abilities; who, to get into the 
Miiniſtry, and to ſecure themſel ves when 
they are in it, are willing to miſtake and 


beſpatter their Oppoſites, with the oppro: 


brious Names of Whig or Tory, High 

or:Low-Church; Facobite or Republican, and 
what:not'? And theſe being Men of Autho- 
rity and Intereſt, either in their Characters 
or their Countries, and furniſh'd with all 
Advantages to gain others to their Party, 
are ſaid to draw our needy Magiſtrates and 
Repreſentatives, the Country- Eſquire, the 
Populace, and the greater Herd of the un 
thinking Mob after them, as they ſtand af- 
fected. And if this were all, I confeſs, our 
Danger is not much to be fear d from theſe 
Differences; provided ſuch who are at the 
_ Helm, make the Laws the. Rule of their 
Adminiſtration : But it is too plain, that 
there are much greater Matters at the Bot- 
tom of theſe Diviſions; and that they have 
4 Foundation upon Principles, which are 
not eafily removed. For Mens Principles 
are not ſo fickle and changeable as their Faf- 
"ons ; and old Opinions, tho in the Mind 
of the meaneſt Capacity, are ſeldom alter d 
by the new Notions of the moſt learned Po- 
liticians ; eſpecially if they are in Principles 
of the Moment, ſuch as appear too 


much the Occafion of our preſent Difſe - 
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fiſts, Focobutes, and all other Diſſenters, 23 | 
ſuch ; it muſt be allowd, That in the | 
Rights of the Crown, the Rights of the 
Legitlature, and the Rights of the Church, | 
confiſts our whole Property and Form of | 
Government: And if our exaſperated: Par- 
ties differ in every one of theſe, it muſt be 
confeſs d that our Diviſions run very high, 
and may juſtly be ſaid to endanger our 
Conſtitution. Let us ſee then how this Fa- 
brick is ſupported, on the Pillars and Prin- 
ciples upon which it is built. The one 
Party tells you, That the Crown is Heredi- 
tary; and that the King, in his Perſon, is 
Sacred, and cannot be called to an Account. 1 
The other ſays, That it is Elective, wen if 
the People think it neceſſary ; and that the | 
King may be depoſed for Male-Adminiſtra- 1] 
tion. The one Party tells you, That the | 
Legiflature is Abſolute ; and that whatever 
Laws they make, they have a jult Right to 
our Obedienee or Submiſhon. The other if 
ſays, Their Power is Limited, and only © | 
Conditional ; and that they may be reſiſted, 1 
whenever they make Laws deſtructive. of 11 


- e * 


their Conſtitution. The one tells you, That — 
the Church has a Divine Right over the 

Conſciences of Men, fo far as it relates to HI 

Diſcipline, Cenſure, Excommunication, and | 


tlie like : The other ſays, That the Con- | 
5 1 AIciences 
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\ are free ; and that 
Authority Over — 
cefliry for me to glye my O- 
Pino, which, or how far either of * theſe 
Sides are in the ri ht ; but it is evident, 
that they are directly oppoſite the one to 
the rang And thele are not Matters of an 
indifferent Nature, but are grounded upon 
Principles, and affe& our Conſciences ; in- 
{omuch that no Man can be a rational 
Member of a Commonwealth, who does 
not think himſelf (according to ſuch his 
Principles) bound to obſerve them, And 
if ſo; is it a wonder, that this inquiſirive 
and ingenious Nation (where there is fo | 
much Partiality, and ſo little Virtue) ſhould 

he ſo warm in their Reflections, and fo un- 
happily divided ? Eſpecially when their In- 
dignation and ill Ulage of each other daily 
increaſes ; and it is grown a very con- 
| temptible Character, to be a Moderator 
between them. _ 

All that a wiſe Man can ts at ſuch a 
Time, is, to dread and bewail the Conſe- 
quences: For it has too often . d, that 
the very beſt and mildeft Governors 
have (in n ſack Caſes) been puſh'd upon Ex- 
- tremities. They found it indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary (and impoſſible otherwiſe to carry 
on Buſineſs) to ſtrike in with one Party; 
and the Favour and Encouragement they be- 
low d u _ the one, ſoon engag d them jo 
the 
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E. . Beit. enen 
the diſcountenancing and diſguſtipg j this 
other. And here is to be Ken the Bepinning' 
of fatal Miſeries: For there is no Printe can. 
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fit in Safety upon his Throne, but either as 
he is poſſeſs d of the Affections and Hearts 
of his People, or by his Power; and when 
He and his Miniſters are made uneaſy and 
diſtreſſed by a Defect in the one, it is al- 
moſt unavoidable that they make themſelves 
Able in the other. 


If a Moderator might be heard by Men 
of ſuch divided Principles, they might eaſi- 
ly be told, That this is not a Time for them 
to ſhew their different Sentiments ; but that 
every one who will ſtand up in Defence of 
the Crown, the Legiſlature, and the Church 


as it is now Eſtabliſh'd, ought (above all 


Things) to be very careful not to diſtreſs 
the King and his Miniſtry; but to unite 
Heart and Hand, in Love and Friendſhip to 
one another, and in grateful Acknowledg- 
ments to God, for ſo Happy a Settlement; 
and not vilify and worry each other, with 
ill Names, and odious Characters. The 
Times will never be better, till Humility 
and Charity be more in Practice among us; 
till Men of the ſame Profeſſion believe bet- 
ter of one another; and till we can think 
that Men may differ in their Sentiments, and 
Votes, and Arguments, and yet be very Loy- 
al and Honeſt Men at the bottom. 9 
the 


the World is had enough; and we need 
ot thin worſe of each other" than we re. 
fly are : And yer, 1 feat, this is lo common 
in Matters of Politicks, that it is the Occa- 
ſion of moſt of the ill Opinion and Hatred 
that is among us. The one Side valuing 
themſelves upon their Loyal, the other up-. 
on their Revolution Principles, when (bleſ- 
ſed be God) there is no Occaſion (and I 
hope there never will be) to make Trial of 
them in either. For when violent Changes 
and Breaking in upon Conſtitutions happen, 
it is then Time _—_ private Perſons 
(and indeed for all Men, in their general 
Carriage and Converſation) to liſten to, or 
to ſhew their Zeal for ſuch Opinions. May 
God Almighty open our Eyes, and enlarge 
our Hearts, as a publick Bleſſing to this Na- 
tion, before it is too late. 92 
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Writ in * Tear FEY being about the Mid- | | 
dle of King James's Reign; but s proper for 
all Times. 


S nothing is ſo fooliſh, nor indeed ſo 
impudent, as to Pry into the Secrets 
of Infinite Omniſcience ; fo nothing is ſo 
9 — an Enemy to Peace, as the ſtrange 
Conjectures, and vain Suſpicions , of Jea- 
2 and Fear about future Events: Yer 

ſuch is the Madneſs of a degenerate Age, 
rhere Pride and Ignorance are the infolting 
Zealots, that we pretend to an infallible and 
£58 "2 Pro- 


( 138 ) 
prophetick Spirit, to determine the Deſię igns 
of, Omnipotent Wiſdom. 

"There are none, be they ever ſo ſimple 
or illiterate, - but are ready to prognofticate 
upon the preſent Affairs. Does the Go- 
vernment look of their own Complexion ? 
Then they. are apt to foretel, with the Rich 
Man in the Goſpel, that they bave_Goods 
laid up fon many,Years, and therefore may 
fing a Lullaby to their Souls, and ſolace 
e in their Eaſe and Plenty : But if 
any different Alteration - happens, which 
evidently diſcovers their weak Security ; 
yet {tilt they will;pretend to foreſee the E- 
vent, and d nothing is to be heard, or thought 
upon, but Deſtfuction. And thus while 
we are gazing beyond our Sight, into the 

determinate Pleaſure of Almighty Prove. 
dence, we loſe the Felicity of a content- 
ed Mind, in the uncertain Labyrinth of Hope 
and Fear. ä 

And becauſe theſe are Nice and Curious 
Speculations, and either extremely uſeful, or 
very pernicious, according as 95 are acted 
by ſuitable Objects; it may not be amifs to 
conſider their Nature, wfereby they may | 
conduce to a, good Application. uy 
Far be it from my Intentions to obe * 
throw theſe Paſſions, by denyin 1 © 5 r 
proper Influence upon our Actions, when 


| the Motives are agreeable to right Reaſon: 
an 


2 
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and Judgment; (for that would be to ar- 

gue againſt Nature and Religion ;) but on- 
ly ſo far as they are ungrounded and irre- 
gular, and. teſtify the Depravity and Infir- 
mity of the Mind. Hopes and Fears have 
their antecedent Cauſe ; which taken away, 
the Viſion vaniſhes : Whence we eſteem it 
an unaccountable Apprehenſion, that is ei- 
ther pleas d or terrify'd without juſt Occa- 
ſion. And this is that Fear I am now to 
treat of; What are the Cauſes from whence 
it ſprings ; And how far we muſt approve, 
or deteſt the Practice. ES, 1, 


That which is irreſiſtible, of infinite Pow- 
er, and can upon no Account be either 
avoided or deceived , does in its Eſſence 
require a Reverential Dread, and muſt of 
Neceſſity be the higheſt Object of Fear. 
And this is the Attribute of God alone; 
which therefore we may call Evangelical 
Fear. But beſides this, there is a Natural 
Fear ; and that is, when we either provoke, 
or rebel againſt the plain Precepts of the 
Divine Law, or are undutiful and diſobe- 
dient to Juſt. Authority, I place them to- 
gether, becauſe they are of the ſame Stamp, 
and for the moſt part equally pernicious 
and damnable. For there is nothing that I 
know of, that is puniſhable by the Civil 
Magiſtrate, but Or, for Vengeance 2 | 
1 h 12 the. 
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the Supreme Juſtice; and therefore he that 
offends in either, has the greateſt Reaſon 
to lament and tremble. And this is that 
Fear, ſrom a due Senſe that we are hes 
vouſiy guilty, and deſerve Puniſhment. 


E Iis wue, there is à Filiat and "AffcRti- 
_ onate Fear, which is acted by the Motives 
SF Lore and Gratitude; bur this is to ſoar 
in à higher Sphere, the Life of the Glo- 
rified Saints above, rather than of 1 
dent und mortal Men. 
And thus far we find; that Fear is A 
Virtue, and a Noble Promoter of Chriſtian 
Practice; proceeding from our Duty to our 
Great Creator. and his juſt Indignation a. 
gainſt the leaſt Sin, whereby we provoke 
and incenſe his Majeſty. But now if we 
falf into lower Degrees, and fink into Ca- 
ſual and Inferior Obes, we ſhall fee, that 
there it is a falſe Apptehenfion, and a cow- 
ardly Baſeneſs, which occafions Fear. 
And this will appear, if we conſid er the 
Motives and Conſequences which they al- 
ledge, who would be juſtified herein. Tis 
the common Cry, (and the more the Pi- 
ty) That when Things fall out unexpect- 
ed, or croſs, when we are kept under a 
ſtrict and ſevere Diſcipline by Men, who 
perhaps may be of another Perſwaſion, or 
when we happen to exchange 4 better for a 
worle 3 that the Tony are _— the 
N rame 
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Frame disjointed, and nothing to be er- 


pected but a perfet Overthrow. As if 


there was no Medium, or indifferent Sta- 
tion, between full Felicity and extream Cru-- 
elty ; Or as if when my Enemy: was fitting 
and preparing his Materials, it were rea- 
ſonable to fay, that his Work was finiſhed. 
Yet theſe are the Whimſies that Fear ſug- 


geſts, from the dark Diſcoveries: of a wild 


Imagination. eli 

It is true, there is a wiſe and 2 deliberate 
Caution, which permits us to ſuppoſe, or 
provide for the worſt: Yet it does not con- 
clude: a Neceſſity thereupon , to fill us with 


frightful and dejected Miſconceits ; but on- 


ly, if any ſuch Accident happens, to pre- 
vent it by honeſt and lawful Means; or to- 
arm us with a Noble Reſolution to ſuſtain 
it. For this is no Plea to juſtify” the for- 
mer, where Fancy and Fear over-rute Diſs 


cretion-; as I proceed. to prove from theſe: 


few Propofitions. 


irt, Tis Fear that preſents us with fi 


ture Miſeries, and what in truth is very di- 


ſtant, to be already come. As if becauſe 1. 
am once to die I am never to reckon my? 
ſelf alive: Or as if there were nothing to 
be enjoy d at preſent, becauſe we ate not 
certain that it will always laſt; This is 
ſuch a weak and ſandy Foundation, as mult: 


1 2 needs» 


* * 


Cr) 
need he the Cauſe of its own Ruin: For 
that Soul is poſſeſs d with moſt frightful Ima- 
ges, that can exereiſe a Plague and Rack up- 
on himſelf: And he who with his Fears 
would antecede his Miſeries, one would 
think was a Changeling to Nature and Hu- 
manity. I am ſute, it contradicts all ſolid 
Reaſon, and the beſt Experiments of the 
braveſt Men; for whenever they were aſ- 
faulted with theſe viſionary Phantoms, they 
were either ſatisfied with their preſent Con- 
ditiom, or deſpiſed the ſhort intervening. 
Sufferings, as rather the Preludes to greater 
Glory. For if we muſt needs look beyond 
the preſent, why is it not extended to the 
fartheſt Object? And then we ſhall be far 
more delighted in that, than we can poſſi - 
bly be in a preſent Felicity. And this may 
be an Anſwer to that wicked Objection, 
that ſome may advance from this manner 
of arguing ; vis. If ir be fo, that we are 


to indulge the preſent, and to have little 


Reſpect to future Events; then why are 
we. ſo nigardly in gratifying our Senſes, 
when there is nothing to be feared bur 
what comes hereafter ? But this is not more 
eaſily raiſed, than confuted: For the Pu- 
niſhment which proceeds from the Com- 
miſſion of a Sin, is in its Nature, Certain, 
Intolerable, and Eternal; whereas the mi- 
Kahle Eftects of outward Cruelty, are Un- 

1 | 3 certain, 
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certain, Impotent, Short, and Tolerable: 
(For tis obſervable, that the Body grows 
weary with Torture; and the Extremity of 
Pain, leſſens Senſibility.) So that the Dif- 
proportion is plain, and the Concluſion ob- 
vious, That the Fear of Hell is an invinci- 
ble Motive, but the Fear of Perſecution, an 
irreſolute Weakneſs. Which will further ap- 
pear, if we confider, e 


Secondly, That tis Fear which appte- 
hends what may never come to paſs. Cer- 


tainly, we diſcover a diſeaſed Conſtitution, 


when we fret, and repine, and grieve for 
nothing; where every Thing we ſee, is 
thro the Magnifying Glaſs of a ſick Irnagi- 
nation, which is peeviſh and timorous upon 
petty Occaſions, and fearfully miſtakes a 
Molehill for a Mountain. And this is well 
known to be the Caſe of many, who by + 
fimple Report, a flight Suſpicion, a ſur- 
prizing Accident, or the Noiſe of a Drum, 
will fancy, that nothing can enſue but Maſ- 
ſacre. But that Fear may not utterly van- 
quiſh Reaſon, nor our Minds be diffracted 


in a Maze of Thoughts, I ſhall briefly ob- 
ſerve ſome particular Points, as a Means to 
filence theſe wild Conjectures. And before 
we can fear a miſchievous Event, we muſt, 


Firſt, 


O44) 


Fh, Bei nine of : 2 Wickel Devin. 
This is ſuch a plain and undeniable Notion; 
as cannot poſſibly need a further Demonſtra- 
tion. Now he that will pretend to know 
my Thoughts, and is confident to unlock 
the Cabinet of my Mind, muſt uſurp the 
particular Attribute of God, who is him- 
| Ralf alone the Searcher of Hearts. 1 
that from the Evidence of preſent ARions jons, 
we may have Grounds to ſuſpect a farther 
Deſign ; yet this can never arrive to a Cer- 
tainty, but only reſts upon a bare Suppoſe: 
For if neither Men nor Angels can tell my 
1 much leſs can they determine 

how far they will proceed. Nor will this: 
be a good Concluſion from the Premiſes ; 
That becauſe I allow of ſome Things that 
you diſlike, that therefore I will crofs and 
contradict you in all: Or becauſe that in 
many Things there appears a Difference, 
that therefore they muſt. needs extend to Vi- 
olence. Eſpecially: if we conſider the next 

Particular; that before we can tear a mathe 
e Event, we mult, | bo 


* Sreondly Be convinced: of a: Bowery to ef: a 
Ty ir. What ſignifies the Malice of an 
impotent Enemy, to ſnarl and grin, if they 
cannot bite? Or what will it avail the moft 


— Villain, to have a Heart of Cru- 
Alty,; 
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elty, if he wants the Inſtrument ? It is 
eſteemed the very Root of Fally and Mad- 
_ neſs, to raiſe a Deſign without Materials: 
Caſting a Feather againſt the Wind: And 
no leſs is he ſimple, that lays a Foundation, 
without a ſufficient Stock to finiſh it. New 
how unſafe and uncertain they needs mult 
be, who propoſe to ſucceed” in a General 
Ruin, (where many more muſt be tho 

to obſtruct, than aſſiſt them) has been often 
the Evidence of common Experience; where 
many who have plotted to extir pate others, 
have fallen themſelves in their own Crafti- 
neſs; and the Pit that they digged for our 
Deſtruction, has been but a Grave for their 
own Burial. But granting them a Power 
equal to their Will, and fitted with all that 
they can wiſh for, Security; yet ſtill we 
have a Noble Support againſt Fear : For 
before we can reaſonably dread the Event, 
we mult, = 


| Thirdly, Be convinced that they have 
God's Permiſhon. It is as abſurd a Vani- 
ty, and as fond a Preſumption, to think 
to ſucceed upon our own Strength, as it is 

do refiſt the Decrees of Nature, or diſpute a 
Privilege with the Great Creator : And there- 
fore, how wide they have miſs'd their Aim, 
who have fatally reſted upon Human For- 
: titude, 
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titude, without imploring the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
may appear from thoſe many remarkable Inſtan- 
ces, which are ſeen in the ſeveral Ages of the 
World. When the Giant of Gath, with over- 
| ; "ly Bulk, made Iſrael tremble at his proud De- 
Hance ; the undaunted Innocence, and humble 
Confidence of a little Stripling, with the flight- 
eſt Weapon, withſtood and vanquiſh'd the infult- 
ing Champion. When the Saviour of the World 
was, by Order from the Senate, ſurrounded with 
Officers, to ſeize and bring him before them; his 
charming Eloquence, without other Defence, ſe- 
cur d him from the Fury of his bold Aſſaſſinates. 


When Chriſtians lay under great Perſecutions 


from Heathen Princes, and inhuman Pagans, who 


were reſolved to raſe the very Name out of the 


Earth; how often has the Lyon been transform- 
ed into a Lamb ; and their very Enemies made 


to be at Peace with them? When this diſtreſſed 


Nation was ſo far in a Rebellion, that it was 
n even up to an Eſtablith'd Government; 


ow- ſtrangely did God interpoſe his Hand, and 
turn an Ac-/d:ma into a Land of Canaan, with- 


out the leaſt Diſorder, Hurt, or Refiftance ? In- 
finite are the Accounts in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
of the wonderful Deliverance by Almighty God, 
both before and in the Time of Perſecation : 
And now, which way can ariſe our Fears? [s his 
Hand ſhortned, that he cannot ſave? Or is he 
a God unto them, and not unto us? This I am 
confident, you will confeſs to. be otherwiſe : For 
we cannot but be ſenſible, that none under Hea- 
ven have taſted the Influence of his unbounded 
Goodnes, like to this daring and ungrateful Na- 


tion. 
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tion. What then is the Cauſe of ſuch Terrors 
among us 2 I ſuſpect a far more likely and dan- 
gerous. For ſurely we ſhould every one lay our 
Hands upon our Hearts, in the bittereſt Sorrow, 
and moſt ſincere Repentance, and confeſs tis our 
own particular Sins, that have made us become 
a Terror to our ſelves, And O that my Prayers 
might be heard therein! That as we breathe his 
Mercy, we would expreſs our Thankfulneſs; that 
we were all as much aſhamed to live like Hea- 
thens, as we ſhould. be to deny our ſelves to be 
Chriſtians: That we would not violate our Ho- 
nourable Profeſſion, by a baſe, a barbarons, a re- 
bellious Practice. Then fhould we avert the 
Storms that we fear; and the Earth would be 
turned into a Second Paradiſe. Our Enemies 
then would ſue for Favour, and exchange their 
Curſes into endearing Courtihip. And tho 1 
may herein be condemned for Vanity, in ſuppo- 
ſing a Thing ſo unlikely to ſucceed ; yet it is fit 
to know where the Fault lies, and what would 
be the Conſequence if we would but conſider. 
And now, to encourage the Perſons that will; 
that are ſincere and honeſt both to God and Man, 
as far as the Infirmities of Nature will permit; 
that theſe may never be affrighted or ſurprized, 

by the falſe Spectacles of Human Fear; I ſhall 
conelude the whole with this Happy Aſſa- 
rance: | eng 


* Lofty; That come Man, come Devil, come 
Malice, come Rage, come Pain, come Sickneſs, 


comeSorrow,comeDeath; yet theſe and all their ac- 
curſed Agents, neither can, nor ever ſhallbeable to 
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hurt us. The Man who has an Antidote againſt 
any deadly Poyſon, will never be afraid of any 
Nenemous Creature: So he that is r by 
by finite 


Cruelty. Where then is the Chriſtian in Di- 
ſtreſs and Miſery, here let him drink of the Wa- 
ters of Comfort; here he may rejoice in the 
Midſt of Calamity, and bravely cry out with the 
Royal Fſalmiſt, Tho an Fhoft of Men were ſet 
againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart be afraid; 
yea, tho there aroſe up War againft . will J 
not be diſmayed or troubled. And good Reaſon 
he had for this noble Reſolution, when before 
he expreſſes the Grounds of his Confidence ; The 
Lord is my Light and my Saluation, whom then 
ſhall I fear ? T he Lord is the Strength of my Life, 
whom then ſhall I be afraid? For rf God be 
or us, who can be againſt us, or what can re- 
fiſt his Omnipotent Arm: What if he ſay unto 
Pain, be ſtill, and command the torturing Rack 
that it hurt not; this is not ſtrange to Almighty 
Power, who often defeats the Tormentors Aim: 
And therefore St. Peter , in his Diſcourſe upon 


ufferings, was ſo far from any Apprehenſion of 


Terror, that he expoſtulates the Caſe , and re- 
bukes our Cowardice; for, who, ſays he, will 
harm you, if ye be Followers of that which is 
good? But, and if ye fuffer for Righteouſn?ſs 
ſake, happy are ye : And be not afraid, neither 
be troubled. And this (more fully) we may learn 
from St, Paul, who may be ſtiled the Apoſtle and 
Pattern of Courage, from his many great and in- 
ceſſant Sufferings : For ſo much he diſdained their 
utmoſt Violence, that he glories in the — 
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he receives by them, and ranks them in the Con- 
queſts that attend his Triumph : As he bravely- 


boaſts in a pathetick Zeal , What ſhall ſeparate 


us from the Love of Chrift ? Shall Tribula- 


tion, or Diftireſs, or Perſecution, or Famme, or 
Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword. Nay, Iam con- 


fident, that in all theſe, we are more than Con- 


| querors, through him that loved us. For I am 


perſwaded, that meither Life nor Death, nor 
Principalities nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor 
Things to come, nor Heighth, nor Depth, nor any 
other Creature, can be able to ſeparate uus from 
the Love of God, which 1s in Chrift Jeſus our 
+ . This was the Practice of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians; and thus they rejoiced when Afflicti- 
ons aroſe, What then is become of that Magna- 
nimity, which warm'd-and animated the Ancient 
Fathers? If this be the Queſtion, the Reaſon is 
evident ; viz. We place our Confidence upon our 
own Strength : They relied.upon the Great Crea- 


tor; but We depend upon the helpleſs Creatures: 
And then tis no wonder that the Fleſh trembles, 


that is only ſupported by its own Weakneſs, It 


pities me to ſee, (as, God knows, tis too com- 


mon) among thoſe who are ſincerely devout and 
religious, how diſconſolate they ſeem at approach- 
ing Danger: The Pipes are low; the Heart is 
heavy; and the Thoughts are full of timorous 
Fancies. How readily they run to their Natural 
Abilities, and examine how the Fleſh ſtands af- 


feed to it; and if here they find it to be harſh 


and diſtaſtful, thence preſently they conclude they 
cannot bear it. And Wh this, but to for- 
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get God, and croſs his Deſigns of our Depen- 


dance on him? It ſhows a Diſregard and Di- 


ſtruſt of his Providence, and a wicked Diſ- 
belief of his yn Promiſes ; and theſe are 
very fatal and diſmal Conſequences, and the 
ereateſt Incendiaries of his Wrath and Venge- 
"ANCE. eee | Lab 


Let us now therefore fee whom it is we muſt 


fear : Not Man ; for in this Caſe it is with the 


Chriſtian, as if a Soldier ſhould be armed.in all 


the Vital Parts, and only could be liable to ſome 


little Scratches : Think you that he would not be 
very reſolute, and undauntedly proceed in all his 
Victories ? So we may from Men ſuffer outward 
Grievances, ſome Cuts and'Slaſhes-upon the fleſhy 
Parts; yet we cannot but deſpiſe theſe little Cru- 


elties, when we know that the Soul and Spirit is 


ſafe. Nor can the Devil be dreadful, with all 
his Malice; becauſe we know he is but a limited 
Power, and can act no farther than he has Per- 
miſſion ; which poſſibly (like' a Ghoſt) may di- 


ſturb and haunt us, but muſt vaniſh again with- 


out the leaſt Hurt. But tis God 7s to be feared, 


and God alone. Iis he that impartially diſtri- 


butes Juſtice, and renders to Men according to 
their Wirks ; For Life and Death attend upon his 
Word, in Pleaſure-or Pain, to all Eternity. Here 
if we fix our Fear and Reverence, the threat- 
ning World can never deie& us; but we ſhall 
ſing in Priſons, embrace our Murderers, and in- 
termix our Miſeries with _—_— — - in be- 
ing thought worthy to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake. 
And o mall we — bv that Divine Hält 


Sid 

which will exchaſdge our Pains into a perfect Fru- 

ition, and forces to cry out, with the Royal 

Prophet, I have been young, and now am 

old, yet never did 1 [ze the Righteous for- 

| ae nor his Prayers unheard, in a Day of 
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